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Ven. Xenia of Rome and her two 
female servants (5th c.). St. Gerásim, 
Bishop of Perm (1441). Martyr John 
of Kazan’ (1529). Blessed Xenia of  
St. Petersburg (19th c.).

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Romans (8:28–39) 

Brethren, we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He 
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and 
whom He justified, these He also glorified. What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things? Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is 
also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession 
for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written:  “For Your sake we are killed all day long;   We are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels 
nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
(21:8–19) 

The Lord said to His disciples: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many 
will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ 
Therefore do not go after them. But when you hear of wars and commotions, 
do not be terrified; for these things must come to pass first, but the end will 
not come immediately.” Then He said to them, “Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be great earthquakes in 
various places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and 
great signs from heaven. But before all these things, they will lay their hands on 
you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You 
will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. But it will turn out 
for you as an occasion for testimony. Therefore settle it in your hearts not to 
meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I will give you a mouth and 
wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist. You 
will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they 
will put some of you to death. And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. 
But not a hair of your head shall be lost. By your patience possess your souls.”

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 
Welcome! His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon, locum tenens of our 
diocese, has blessed our parish to begin “Phase 2” of our reopening 
plan. We are now once again celebrating the Divine Liturgy, with a 
maximum of 50 participants. We recognize that many in our 
community are in the high-risk category for COVID-19, and are 
encouraged to stay home for now. We will continue sharing all our 
services online, whether they are celebrated in the temple or at home. 
Please visit our website for details: sspeterpaul.org/praying  

For those who are ready to worship in the temple (our church 
building), please sign up at our website: sspeterpaul.org/signup . 

We will make every effort to include the maximum possible over time. 
While we encourage everyone to use the online form, Fr. Joshua will 
also be reaching out to each member of the parish community. If you 
have questions or concerns, please contact him at 203-237-4539 or 
frjmosher@sspeterpaul.org. 
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We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to those celebrating as their heavenly patron Blessed Xenia of St. 
Petersburg (Jan. 24), St. Gregory the Theologian (Jan. 25), or St. Ephraim the 
Syrian (Jan. 28). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Jill Zadar on Jan. 25. Paul Haglund on Jan. 29; 
Michael Barra & Serge Pavlov on Jan. 30. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Fr. Gregory (Dudash)—former rector of SS. Peter & Paul, who has been 

hospitalized recently. 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Frank (McCarthy)—close friend of Paul Leonowich, who suffered a stroke 
Catherine and Robert (Barra) 
John (Boris)—brother of Jill Zadar 
Joseph (Pope)—grandfather of Rebecca Swimmer, now in hospice care 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Maria (Rodriguez) Roseann (Maldera) 
Barbara (Dixon) Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Helen (Kasperovich)  Jennie (Padick) 
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik)  
Ann (Kreshik) Walter (Lukashevich) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We are praying at home from booklets made available on our website, 
and inviting everyone to participate via the online meeting app 
GoToMeeting—or call in. Visit our website for details.

Saturday, Jan. 23 Great Vespers at home 5 PM

Sunday, Jan. 24 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Our bishops have designated this day as Sanctity of Life Sunday, with 
prayers added to the Liturgy.

Tuesday, Jan. 26 Exploring Our Faith online. This week, 
we will spend an hour exploring the 
meaning of the upcoming feast of the 
Meeting of the Lord, and the scripture 
readings behind the feast.

7 PM

Wed., Jan. 27 Vespers at home 6 PM

Saturday, Jan. 30 Great Vespers at home 5 PM

Sunday, Jan. 31 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Monday, Feb. 1 Great Vespers at home—Eve of the 
Meeting of the Lord

6 PM

Tuesday, Feb. 2 Divine Liturgy—Meeting of the Lord 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

The feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple is on Feb. 2. 
This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was brought into the 
temple as a forty–day–old child by his parents. There the Righteous 
Simeon  testified  that  he  saw  the  promised  salvation  of  Israel 
fulfilled: “Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, for my eyes 
have seen your salvation….” We sing his prayer of thanksgiving at 
every service of Vespers.

Please remember that, if severe weather conditions force church service or 
event cancellations, announcements will be posted on WFSB (channel 3) 
and WNBC/WVIT (channel 30), as well as our website: sspeterpaul.org . 
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 8  Troparion   (Resurrection) 
You descended from on high, O Merciful One! 
You accepted the three day burial to free us from our sufferings!// 
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You! 

Tone 4 Troparion (New Martyrs) 
Today the Church of Russia forms a chorus in joy, 
praising her new martyrs and confessors; 
hierarchs and priests, royal passion-bearers, right-believing princes  
 and princesses, 
venerable men and women, and all Orthodox Christians. 
Having laid down their life for faith in Christ during the days of  

godless persecution, 
they preserved the truth by the shedding of blood.// 
By their protection, O long-suffering Lord, preserve our land in 
Orthodoxy till the end of the age. 

Tone 8 Kontakion (Resurrection) 
By rising from the tomb, You raised the dead and resurrected Adam. 
Eve exults in Your Resurrection,// 
and the world celebrates Your rising from the dead, O greatly  
 Merciful One! 

Glory to the Father… 

Tone 3 Kontakion (New Martyrs) (Today the Virgin) 
Today the new martyrs of Rus’ stand in white robes before the Lamb  
 of God, 
and with the angels they sing to God the hymn of victory: 
“Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and praise, and honor,  
and power, and strength be to our God// 
unto the ages of ages. Amen.” 

Now and ever… 

Steadfast Protectress of Christians… 

Prayers for Sanctity of Life Sunday 
Today is designated by our bishops as Sanctity of Life Sunday. Therefore, 
we pray as follows: 

Again we pray that You will grant to the people of this nation 
the will to do good, to flee from evil, and to practice all 
righteousness, making us respectful of life and sharers of Your 
blessings, caring for one another in mercy and truth. 
Again we pray that You will banish all evil from our hearts 
and wickedness from our laws, enabling us to be servants of 
Your holy will and performers of Your love. 
Again we pray that You will kindle in our hearts the will to 
care for the needy, to show kindness to the poor, to aid the 
homeless and help the helpless. 

The following prayer is to be read after the singing of “Blessed be the 
Name...” (2x): 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son, who are in the bosom 
of the Father, True God, source of life and immortality, Light of 
Light, who came into the world to enlighten it: You were pleased to 
be conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary for the salvation of 
our souls by the power of Your All-Holy Spirit. O Master, who came 
that we might have life more abundantly, we ask You to enlighten 
the minds and hearts of those blinded to the truth that life begins at 
conception and that the unborn in the womb are already adorned 
with Your image and likeness; enable us to guard, cherish, and 
protect the lives of all those who are unable to care for themselves. 
For You are the Giver of Life, bringing each person from non-being 
into being, sealing each person with divine and infinite love. Be 
merciful, O Lord, to those who, through ignorance or willfulness, 
affront Your divine goodness and providence through the evil act of 
abortion. May they, and all of us, come to the life of Your Truth and 
glorify You, the Giver of Life, together with Your Father, and Your 
All-Holy and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Amen.


