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Holy Wonderworkers and 
Unmercenaries Cyrus and John, and 
with them Martyrs Athanasia and her 
daughters: Theoctiste, Theodotia, and 
Eudoxia, at Canopus in Egypt (311).

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul  
to the Colossians (3:12–16) 

Brethren, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 
humility, meekness, long-suffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one 
another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, 
so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of 
perfection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were 
called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel  
according to St. Matthew (25:14–30) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a 
far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to 
one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to 
his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had 
received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five 
talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he who 
had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a 
long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. So he 
who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, 
you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides 
them.’ His lord said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the 
joy of your lord.’ He also who had received two talents came and said, “Lord, you 
delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 
His lord said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the 
joy of your lord.’ Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering 
where you have not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ But his lord answered 
and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have 
not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have 
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received 
back my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who 
has ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken 
away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 
Welcome! His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon, locum tenens of our 
diocese, has blessed our parish to begin “Phase 2” of our reopening 
plan. We are now once again celebrating the Divine Liturgy, with a 
maximum of 50 participants. We recognize that many in our 
community are in the high-risk category for COVID-19, and are 
encouraged to stay home for now. We will continue sharing all our 
services online, whether they are celebrated in the temple or at home. 
Please visit our website for details: sspeterpaul.org/praying  

For those who are ready to worship in the temple (our church 
building), please sign up at our website: sspeterpaul.org/signup . 

We will make every effort to include the maximum possible over time. 
While we encourage everyone to use the online form, Fr. Joshua will 
also be reaching out to each member of the parish community. If you 
have questions or concerns, please contact him at 203-237-4539 or 
frjmosher@sspeterpaul.org. 
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your own soul, also.” The Meeting of the Lord is a sign both of the coming of 
Christ and also of his sacrifice on the Cross. 

All these things took place in the earthly Temple, but they reveal that its 
purpose was passing away. The Temple in Jerusalem was built as the meeting 
place between God and his people, but it could never contain God, nor could 
the people of God dwell there. That early Temple was later destroyed, as Jesus 
himself foretold. But the Lord came to establish a heavenly Temple that will 
never pass away, the place where God and Man meet face to face, and we will 
rejoice in that sight forever. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For Adrian Weidmann who has as her heavenly patron the Martyr Adrian (Feb. 3). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Christina Craig on Jan. 31. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Fr. Gregory (Dudash)—former rector of SS. Peter & Paul, who has been 

hospitalized recently. 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Frank (McCarthy)—close friend of Paul Leonowich, who suffered a stroke 
Catherine and Robert (Barra) 
John (Boris)—brother of Jill Zadar 
Joseph (Pope)—grandfather of Rebecca Swimmer, now in hospice care 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Maria (Rodriguez) Roseann (Maldera) 
Barbara (Dixon) Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Helen (Kasperovich)  Jennie (Padick) 
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik)  
Ann (Kreshik) Walter (Lukashevich) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We are praying at home from booklets made available on our website, 
and inviting everyone to participate via the online meeting app 
GoToMeeting—or call in. Visit our website for details.

Saturday, Jan. 30 Great Vespers at home 5 PM

Sunday, Jan. 31 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Monday, Feb. 1 Great Vespers at home—Eve of the 
Meeting of the Lord

6 PM

Tuesday, Feb. 2 Divine Liturgy—Meeting of the Lord 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

The feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple is on Feb. 2. This 
is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was brought into the temple as a 
forty–day–old child by his parents. There the Righteous Simeon testified 
that he saw the promised salvation of Israel fulfilled: “Lord, now let your 
servant depart in peace, for my eyes have seen your salvation….” We sing 
his prayer of thanksgiving at every service of Vespers.

Wed.–Thursday Vespers at home 6 PM

Saturday, Feb. 6 Great Vespers at home 5 PM

Sunday, Feb. 7 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

The Meeting of the Lord in the Temple comes forty days after his Nativity. 
According to the Law, every mother had to bring an offering in the Temple 
forty days after giving birth: a lamb for a burnt offering and a turtledove for a 
sin offering; or if she could not afford a lamb, then another turtledove. The 
Theotokos, though pure herself, nonetheless made this offering so that the 
Lawgiver could fulfill the Law, which he himself had given to Moses. The 
parents of Jesus Christ came with two turtledoves, both revealing their poverty 
and pointing to the true Lamb who would be sacrificed for the salvation of the 
whole world. 

In the Temple, the Lord is met by St. Simeon the Righteous and St. Anna the 
Prophetess, both of whom understand that Jesus is the promised Christ sent by 
God as “the salvation which you have prepared before the face of all 
peoples” (Luke 2:31). St. Simeon foretells that this salvation will require 
sacrifice as well, and said to the Virgin Mary: “yes, a sword will pierce through 
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 1  Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, 
while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure body, 
You rose on the third day, O Savior,  
granting life to the world. 
The powers of heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life: 
“Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! 
Glory to Your Kingdom!// 
Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!” 

Tone 4 Troparion  (Apostles Peter & Paul)
O first-enthroned of the Apostles,  
and teachers of the universe:  
entreat the Master of all  
to grant peace to the world, //  
and to our souls great mercy! 

Tone 5 Troparion (Sts. Cyrus and John) 
O Christ God; 
You have given us the miracles of Your martyrs Cyrus and John, 
as an invincible rampart; 
through their prayers frustrate the plans of the heathens, 
and strengthen the faith of the Orthodox Christians,// 
for You alone are good and lovest mankind. 

Tone 1 Kontakion (Resurrection) 
As God, You rose from the tomb in glory, 
raising the world with Yourself. 
Human nature praises You as God, for death has vanished. 
Adam exults, O Master! 
Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to You:// 
“You are the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!” 

Tone 3  Kontakion (Sts. Cyrus and John) 
Having received the gift of miracles through divine grace, O 
saints, 
you work wonders in the world unceasingly. 
You remove all of our passions through your invisible surgery, 
divinely-wise Cyrus and glorious John,// 
for you are truly divine physicians. 

Glory to the Father… 

Kontakion Tone 2 (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to Your eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two preachers of truth and leaders of the Apostles; 
for You accepted their labors as more precious than any sacrifice, 
O only Searcher of the hearts of men. 

Now and ever… 

Steadfast Protectress of Christians… 

Tone 8 Prokeimenon  (Resurrection) 
Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us /as we have set our hope  
 on You! (Ps. 32:22) 

v: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the 
just! (Ps. 32:1)  
  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
v: God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me. 

(Ps. 17:48) 
v: He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully 

with David, His anointed, and his seed forever. (Ps. 17:51) 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  (Ps 148:1)  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


