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Ven. Basil the Confessor, Companion of 
Ven. Procopius at Decapolis (750). 
Blessed Nikolai, Fool-for-Christ at 
Pskov (1576). Hieromartyr Proterius, 
Patriarch of Alexandria (457).

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
(15:11–32) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “A certain man had two sons. And the younger 
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to 
me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. And not many days after, the 
younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there 
wasted his possessions with prodigal living. But when he had spent all, there 
arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. Then he went 
and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods 
that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. But when he came to 
himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough 
and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and 
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired 
servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father.  
But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, 
and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. And the son said to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out 
the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on 
his feet. And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 
for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And 
they began to be merry. 
Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, 
and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the 
fatted calf.’ But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came 
out and pleaded with him. So he answered and said to his father, “Lo, these 
many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment 
at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make 
merry with my friends. But as soon as this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’ 
And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 
It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was 
dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’”

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 
Welcome! His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon, locum tenens of our 
diocese, has blessed our parish to begin “Phase 2” of our reopening 
plan. We are now once again celebrating the Divine Liturgy, with a 
maximum of 50 participants. We recognize that many in our 
community are in the high-risk category for COVID-19, and are 
encouraged to stay home for now. We will continue sharing all our 
services online, whether they are celebrated in the temple or at home. 
Please visit our website for details: sspeterpaul.org/praying  

For those who are ready to worship in the temple (our church 
building), please sign up at our website: sspeterpaul.org/signup . 

We will make every effort to include the maximum possible over time. 
While we encourage everyone to use the online form, Fr. Joshua will 
also be reaching out to each member of the parish community. If you 
have questions or concerns, please contact him at 203-237-4539 or 
frjmosher@sspeterpaul.org. 
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We are moving away from GoToMeeting in March. Starting next Sunday, 
March 7, we will use our YouTube livestream for the Divine Liturgy, 
available at our website: https://sspeterpaul.org/media .  For all other online 
activity (Vespers, Christian education, meetings), we will use our new Zoom 
account. All details will be shared on our website and by email. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For those celebrating birthdays: BreAnna Rygiel (March 2). Sophia Uliase 
(March 4). Melanie Russell (March 6). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Fr. Gregory (Dudash)—former rector of SS. Peter & Paul. 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Frank (McCarthy)—close friend of Paul Leonowich, who suffered a stroke 
Catherine and Robert (Barra) 
John (Boris)—brother of Jill Zadar 
Joseph (Pope)—grandfather of Rebecca Swimmer, now in hospice care 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Cathy (Pedrolini)—sister of Ellen Uliase, recently diagnosed with cancer 
Roseann (Maldera) Barbara (Dixon) Paul Margaret 
Irene Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Helen (Kasperovich)  Jennie (Padick) 
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We are praying at home from booklets made available on our website, 
and inviting everyone to participate via YouTube or online meeting 
software. Visit our website for details.

Saturday, Feb. 27 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Feb. 28 
Prodigal Son

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Having completed a fast-free week, today we 
begin increasing our efforts each week until the 
beginning of Great Lent. This week is the time to 
consume or freeze all remaining meat.

Tuesday–Thursday Little Vespers shared online 6 PM

Saturday, March 6 Great Vespers at home 5 PM

Sunday, March 7 
Meatfare Sunday

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Meatfare Sunday marks the last day for the eating 
of meat until Pascha. The week following 
Meatfare is the time to consume all remaining 
milk, cheese, eggs, and other dairy products.

Saturday, March 13 Great Vespers at home 5 PM

Sunday, March 14 
Forgiveness Sunday

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

We intend to have the Rite of Forgiveness in some 
form, but we await a fresh directive from the Holy 
Synod Bishops, hopefully in the next few days.

Monday, March 15 Great Lent begins

A message from Paul Leonowich: “A sincere thank you to my parish family for 
their thoughts, prayers, cards, and concern throughout the past three months.” 

Stay informed online: We do have a number of ways to receive parish news. In 
addition to our website, you can sign up for our parish news email list:  
https://sspeterpaul.org/contact . We also have Facebook page for “Saints Peter 
& Paul Orthodox Church.” 
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 5 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, 
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born for our salvation from the Virgin; 
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, 
to endure death, 
and to raise the dead// 
by His glorious Resurrection. 

Tone 4 Troparion  (Apostles Peter & Paul)
O first-enthroned of the Apostles,  
and teachers of the universe:  
entreat the Master of all  
to grant peace to the world, //  
and to our souls great mercy! 

Glory to the Father… 

Kontakion Tone 2 (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to Your eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two preachers of truth and leaders of the Apostles; 
for You accepted their labors as more precious than any sacrifice, 
O only Searcher of the hearts of men. 

Now and ever… 

Tone 3 Kontakion (from the Lenten Triodion) 
I have recklessly forgotten Your glory, O Father; 
and among sinners I have scattered the riches which You gave me. 
And now I cry to You as the Prodigal: 
“I have sinned before You, O merciful Father; 
receive me as a penitent, // 
and make me as one of Your hired servants!” 

Tone 5 Prokeimenon  (Resurrection) 
You, O Lord, shall protect us / and preserve us from this 
generation forever. (Ps. 11:7) 
v: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly!  
 (Ps. 11:1a) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
v: I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I 

will proclaim Your truth from generation to generation.  
 (Ps. 88:1-2)   

v: For You have said: Mercy will be established forever; Your 
truth will be prepared in the heavens. (Ps. 88:3) 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!   
 (Ps 148:1)  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

On the Prodigal Son  
Today is the second Pre-Lenten Sunday, the Prodigal Son. Last 
week warned us to flee the pride of the Pharisee, that sense of 
self-satisfaction and self-righteousness that makes it impossible 
for us to draw near to God. This week reminds us that our 
heavenly Father is eager to welcome us as soon as we come to our 
senses and return to him, no matter how far we have gone astray. 
Next Sunday is Meat-fare, the last day for eating meat until 
Pascha.


