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Entry of Our Lord into Jerusalem 
Palm Sunday 
April 25, 2021 

Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark (1st 
c.). Ven. Sylvester, Abbot of Obnora 
(1379).

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul 
to the Philippians (4:4–9) 

Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness 
be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever 
things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these 
things. The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these 
do, and the God of peace will be with you. 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (12:1–18) 
At that time, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 
There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one 
of those who sat at the table with Him. Then Mary took a pound of very 
costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with 
her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. But one of 
His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 
“Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to 
the poor?” This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was 
a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it. But 
Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. For the 
poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.” Now a 
great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for 
Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised 
from the dead. But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 
because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in 
Jesus. The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees and 
went out to meet Him, and cried out: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord!’ The King of Israel!” Then Jesus, when He had 
found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: “Fear not, daughter of 
Zion; behold, your King is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt.” His 
disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was 
glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him 
and that they had done these things to Him. Therefore the people, who 
were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him 
from the dead, bore witness. For this reason the people also met Him, 
because they heard that He had done this sign.

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 
Welcome!. We are now once again celebrating the Divine Liturgy, 
with a maximum of 65 participants. We recognize that some in our 
community are unable to attend for now. We will continue sharing all 
our services online, whether they are celebrated in the temple or at 
home. Please visit our website for details: sspeterpaul.org/praying  

For those who are ready to worship in the temple (our church 
building), please sign up at our website: sspeterpaul.org/signup . 

We will make every effort to include the maximum possible over time. 
While we encourage everyone to use the online form, Fr. Joshua will 
also be reaching out to each member of the parish community. If you 
have questions or concerns, please contact him at 203-237-4539 or 
priest@sspeterpaul.org.
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His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon has issued a directive that our diocese 
celebrate in the temple as many services as practical, starting with Palm 
Sunday. So from Palm Sunday on, unless specific exceptions are 
announced, all services will be held in the temple, but shared via 
livestream. 

We are now hoping to give out dyed red eggs for Pascha, distributed by our 
altar servers wearing gloves. Donations of dyed eggs are welcome, no later 
than Holy Thursday, April 29. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to those celebrating birthdays: John Barone and Yvonne Rutcho on 
April 23. Cyprian Kolpakov & Charlotte Anne Lombardi on April 27. 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Fr. Gregory (Dudash)—former rector of SS. Peter & Paul. 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)              John (Boris)—brother of Jill Zadar 
Cathy (Pedrolini)—sister of Ellen Uliase, recently diagnosed with cancer 
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Helen (Barone)—recovering from surgery 
Barbara (Dixon) Margaret Irene  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Helen (Kasperovich)  Jennie (Padick) 
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, April 24 
Palm Sunday Eve

Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

We will be running an ozone generator to disinfect between services of Holy 
Week. This will require completely locking the church for no less than four 
hours each time. We will post the time when it’s safe to enter again. 

Sunday, April 25 
Palm Sunday

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Palms will be blessed on the eve, and placed in each spot where people 
may stand for the Divine Liturgy. They will be disinfected overnight.

Sunday–Friday Matins each evening of Holy Week 6 PM

Thursday, April 29 Vespers & Liturgy—Mystical Supper 10 AM

Friday, April 30 Vespers on Great & Holy Friday Noon

Saturday, May 1 Vespers & Liturgy on Holy Saturday 10 AM

Nocturne before the Paschal Vigil 11:30 PM

Sunday, May 2 Pascha: The Resurrection of the Lord 
Procession, Vigil, Divine Liturgy

Midnight

Paschal Vespers Noon

Baskets will be blessed after the Holy Saturday Liturgy, the Paschal 
Liturgy, or Paschal Vespers. Keep them beside you in church.

We are unable to have our traditional Agape meal this year. We can at 
least rejoice together on the lawn after Sunday’s Paschal Vespers.

Monday, May 3 Bright Monday Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM

Tuesday–Friday 
May 4–7

Bright Week Vespers at home, hosted 
online via Zoom

6 PM

Saturday, May 8 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, May 9 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Blessing of Graves planned Noon
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Antiphon 1 (Ps 114/115) 
I love the Lord because He has heard the voice of my supplication. 
 Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!  

(sung after each of the following verses) 
Because He inclined His ear to me; therefore I will call on Him as long as I live.  R 
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of hell laid hold on me. R 
I suffered distress and anguish, so I called upon the Name of the Lord. R 
I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living. R 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever,  

and unto ages of ages. Amen. R 

Antiphon 2 (Ps 115/116) 
I kept my faith, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.” 
 Refrain: O Son of God, seated on the colt of an ass, save us who sing to 

You: Alleluia! (sung after each of the following verses) 
What shall I render to the Lord for all the things He has given me? R 
I will receive the cup of salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord.  R 
I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people. R 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
 and unto ages of ages. Amen. No refrain. 

 (“Only-begotten Son and immortal Word of God … “) 

Antiphon 3 (Ps 117/118) 
O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever! 
Tone 1 Troparion 
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your Passion, 
You confirmed the universal resurrection, O Christ God. 
Like the children with the palms of victory, 
we cry out to You, O Vanquisher of Death: 
“Hosanna in the highest!// 
Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord.” 
Let the house of Israel say that He is good, for His mercy endures forever! 
 Troparion: “By raising Lazarus from the dead …” 
Let the house of Aaron say that He is good, for His mercy endures forever! 
 Troparion: “By raising Lazarus from the dead …” 
Let those who fear the Lord say that He is good, for His mercy endures forever! 
 Troparion: “By raising Lazarus from the dead …” 

Hymns of the Day 
(sung after the Little Entrance with the Gospel) 

Troparion—Tone 1 
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your Passion, 
You confirmed the universal resurrection, O Christ God. 
Like the children with the palms of victory, 
we cry out to You, O Vanquisher of Death: 
“Hosanna in the highest!// 
Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord.” 

Troparion—Tone 4 
When we were buried with You in baptism, O Christ God, 
we were made worthy of eternal life by your Resurrection. 
Now we praise You and sing: 
“Hosanna in the highest!// 
Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord!” 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Kontakion—Tone 6 
Sitting on Your throne in Heaven, 
carried on a foal on earth, O Christ God, 
accept the praise of angels and the songs of children, who sing:// 
“Blessed is He Who comes to recall Adam!” 

Prokeimenon in Tone 4 
(verses sung before the Epistle reading) 

Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord!  / God is the Lord and has 
revealed Himself to us! 

v: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever! 

Alleluia in Tone 1 
(verses sung after the Epistle, before the Gospel reading) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

v: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 

v: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

(Instead of “It is truly meet …,” we sing:) 
God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us! 
Celebrate the feast and come with gladness! 
Let us magnify Christ with palms and branches, 
singing: “Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord, our Savior!”  

(Hirmos of the 9th Ode of the Kanon)


