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Prophet Isaiah (8th c. B.C.). 
Martyr Christopher of Lycia, and 
with him Martyrs Callinika and 
Aquilina (ca. 250).

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles (5:12–20) 
In those days, through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders 
were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in 
Solomon’s Porch. Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people 
esteemed them highly. And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, 
multitudes of both men and women, so that they brought the sick out into 
the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of 
Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from 
the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were 
tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed. Then the high priest 
rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the 
Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on 
the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of 
the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, “Go, 
stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.” 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John 
(20:19–31) 

The same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He 
had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples 
were glad when they saw the Lord. He said to his disciples, “Peace to you! As 
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He 
breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into 
His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again 
inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood 
in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach 
your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it 
into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered 
and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, 
because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have life in His name.

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 
Welcome!. We are now once again celebrating the Divine Liturgy, 
with a maximum of 65 participants. We recognize that some in our 
community are unable to attend for now. We will continue sharing all 
our services online, whether they are celebrated in the temple or at 
home. Please visit our website for details: sspeterpaul.org/praying  

For those who are ready to worship in the temple (our church 
building), please sign up at our website: sspeterpaul.org/signup . 

We will make every effort to include the maximum possible over time. 
While we encourage everyone to use the online form, Fr. Joshua will 
also be reaching out to each member of the parish community. If you 
have questions or concerns, please contact him at 203-237-4539 or 
priest@sspeterpaul.org.
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Many years to Elias Mosher, who completed his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Computer Science and has enlisted as a Nodal Network Specialist in the 
National Guard. He will leave for basic training on May 18, and then go on 
to more specialized training before returning at the end of February. There 
will be a prayer service for Elias next Sunday, May 16, following the 
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all our mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, nuns and spiritual 
mothers. 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Fr. Gregory (Dudash)—former rector of SS. Peter & Paul. 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)              John (Boris)—brother of Jill Zadar 
Cathy (Pedrolini)—sister of Ellen Uliase, recently diagnosed with cancer 
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Helen (Barone)—recovering from surgery 
Barbara (Dixon) Margaret Irene  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Helen (Kasperovich)  Jennie (Padick) 
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, May 8 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, May 9 
St. Thomas Sunday

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Blessing of Graves planned Noon

Tuesday, Thursday Little Vespers hosted online via Zoom 6 PM

Wed., May 12 Parish Council 6:30 PM

Saturday, May 15 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, May 16 
Holy Myrrh-bearers

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Prayer Service (Molieben) for Elias 
Mosher as he departs for National 
Guard training (on May 18)

11 AM

Rain date for the Blessing of Graves Noon

Saturday, May 15 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, May 16 
Holy Myrrh-bearers

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Christ is risen! Indeed, he is risen! The Paschal season continues until the 
feast of the Ascension of the Lord on the fortieth day. This mirrors the forty 
days the risen Lord spent instructing his disciples, revealing how all the 
Scriptures are properly understood in light of the Resurrection, before he 
ascended from their sight on the Mount of Olives into heaven. We still 
count Sundays from Pascha even then, until Pentecost—the fiftieth day—
when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in the form of tongues of 
flame, enabling them to proclaim words of life to all peoples in their own 
languages. 

Thank you to all those who have worked hard for Holy Week and Pascha: 
the choir, altar servers, cleaning and beautifying the church, managing 
technology and safety, and those who quietly worked behind the scenes! 
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Beginning of Services during the Paschal Season 
Priest: Christ is risen from the dead… 2½ x
People: And upon those in the tombs bestowing life!

Tone 7 Troparion   (from the Pentecostarion) 
From the sealed tomb, You shone forth, O Life! 
Through closed doors You came to Your Disciples, O Christ God. 
Renew in us, through them, an upright spirit,// 
by the greatness of Your mercy, O Resurrection of all!   

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 8 Kontakion   (from the Pentecostarion) 
Thomas touched Your life-giving side with an eager hand, O 
Christ God, 
when You came to Your Apostles through closed doors. 
He cried out with all: “You are my Lord and my God!” 

Prokeimenon in the Third Tone 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power!  /  
His understanding is beyond measure!  (Ps 146/147:5) 
Verse: Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God! (Ps 146/147:1) 

Hymn to the Theotokos 
The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: 
“Rejoice, O pure Virgin!  Again, I say: ‘Rejoice, 
your Son is risen from His three days in the tomb! 
With Himself He has raised all the dead.’” 
Rejoice, O ye people! 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! 
The glory of the Lord has shone on you! 
Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! 
Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, 
in the Resurrection of your Son! 

The Dismissal 
 Priest:  Glory to you, O Christ our God and our hope, glory to you! 

People: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, 
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!

Notes on the Week 
Christ is risen! This joyful truth is constantly on our lips and in our 
hearts, just eight days from our Lord’s Resurrection. Yet here we 
come to  a  strange  mystery  in  the  liturgical  tradition:  Antipascha
—“Instead of Pascha.” Why would the Church celebrate anything 
instead  of  Pascha  so  close  to  the  very  Day  of  Resurrection? 
Nonetheless, on St. Thomas Sunday alone in the Paschal Season, we 
are  instructed,  “On  this  holy  day  of  Thomas  Sunday,  the 
Resurrection  hymns  are  not  chanted,  but  only  those  of  the 
Feast” (from the Pentecostarion).

What  we  need  instead  is  the  restored  faith  of  all  the  Apostles. 
Thomas had to touch the wounds of the risen Lord to know that 
this was not some fevered imagination or a ghost. And having been 
convinced, he knew for sure that Jesus Christ is not merely a man 
but “my Lord and my God!” So these are the words we need to hear, 
from Vespers of Thomas Sunday: 
Thomas, called Twin, was not with them, O Christ,  
when you entered when the doors were shut;  
therefore he did not believe what was told him  
confirming faith from unbelief.  
But you did not refuse, O Good One, to show him your immaculate side, 
and the wounds in your hands and feet.  
But he, having handled and seen,  
confessed you to be not simply God and not merely man,  
and he cried “My Lord and my God, glory to you.” 

† 

English: Christ is risen! Indeed he is risen!
Slavonic: Khristos voskrese! Voistinu voskrese!
Greek: Christos anesti! Alithos anesti!
Arabic: Al Masih kam! Hakken kam!
Romanian: Hristus a inviat! Adeverat a inviat!
Albanian: Krishti u ngjall! Vertet u ngjall!
Spanish: Christo ha resucitado! En verdad ha resucitado!


