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The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (4:5–42) 
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied 
from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman of Samaria came 
to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, 
ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus 
answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me 
a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” The woman 
said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get 
that living water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from 
it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”  Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever 
drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will 
never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may 
not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 
The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I 
have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not 
your husband; in that you spoke truly.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a 
prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where one ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming 
when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship 
what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 
the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who 
is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 
you am He.” And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a 
woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?” The 
woman then left her water-pot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, “Come, see a 
Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Then they went out of 
the city and came to Him. In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But 
He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” Therefore the disciples said to 
one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to 
do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not say, ‘There are still four 
months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the 
fields, for they are already white for harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers 
fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in this 
the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you have not 
labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.”  And many of the 
Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay 
with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His own word. 
Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves 
have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

Christ is risen! Indeed, he is risen! 
Welcome! We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith 
and love. As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and 
patient with the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all 
government directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.

http://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT
https://sspeterpaul.org/signup
http://sspeterpaul.org
mailto:priest@sspeterpaul.org
http://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT
https://sspeterpaul.org/signup
http://sspeterpaul.org
mailto:priest@sspeterpaul.org


We continue to share news and resources on our website, on Facebook, 
and especially our Parish News e-mail list. You can sign up at 
sspeterpaul.org/contact . 

We are in need of more volunteers to run our livestream of church 
services. If you have the willingness to learn the necessary technology, please 
speak with Rick Comshaw or Fr. Joshua. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For the departed who have served in the defense of this land: memory eternal! 
Many years to all those celebrating birthdays: Annabell Sousa (May 28).  
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Fr. Gregory (Dudash)—former rector of SS. Peter & Paul. 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)              John (Boris)—brother of Jill Zadar 
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Helen (Barone)—recovering from surgery 
Barbara (Dixon) Margaret Irene  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Helen (Kasperovich)  Jennie (Padick) 
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, May 29 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, May 30 
Samaritan Woman

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Wed., June 2 Parish Council 6:30

Saturday, June 5 Panakhida for tenth annivesary of 
repose of Joseph Uliase

4:15 PM

Saturday, June 5 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, June 6 
The Blind Man

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Wed., June 9 Great Vespers: Eve of Ascension 6 PM

Thursday, June 10 
Ascension of the Lord

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Saturday, June 12 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, June 13 
1st Ecumenical Council

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Saturday, June 19 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, June 20 
Holy Pentecost

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

“Kneeling Vespers” follows

A week from Thursday is the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord. Having 
risen from the dead and having taught his disciples all things, he completed 
his work by ascending into heaven and sitting at the right hand of the Father, 
just as we affirm constantly in the Creed. Ten days before Pentecost, this 
marks the Lord’s final preparation for the granting of the Holy Spirit. Come 
and worship him! 
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Hymns of the Day 

Tone 4 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When the women disciples of the Lord 
learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection, 
they cast away the ancestral curse 
and elatedly told the apostles: 
“Death is overthrown! 
Christ God is risen,// 
granting the world great mercy!” 

Tone 8 Troparion   (Midfeast) 
In the middle of the feast, O Savior, 
fill my thirsting soul with the waters of piety as You cried to all: 
“If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink!”//  
O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to You! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

Tone 8 Kontakion (from the Pentecostarion) 
The Samaritan Woman came to the well in faith; 
she saw You, the Water of wisdom and drank abundantly.// 
She inherited the Kingdom on high, and is ever glorified! 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 4 Kontakion     (Midfeast) 
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, 
cried to all in the midst of the feast of the Law: 
“Come and draw the water of immortality!” 
We fall before You and faithfully cry:// 
“Grant us Your mercies, for You are the Fountain of our life!” 

Prokeimenon in the Third Tone 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

(Ps 46/47:6) 
Verse: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

(Ps 46/47:1) 
Alleluia 

Verse:  Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness 
and truth!  (Ps 44/45:5)   

Verse:  For You love righteousness, and hate iniquity. (Ps 44/45:8)  

Notes on the Week 
A week from Thursday is the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord. Having risen 
from the dead and having taught his disciples all things, he completed his work 
by ascending into heaven and sitting at the right hand of the Father, just as we 
affirm constantly in the Creed. Ten days before Pentecost, this marks the Lord’s 
final preparation for the granting of the Holy Spirit. 

As we come to “Mid-Pentecost,” halfway from Pascha to Pentecost, we rejoice 
that Jesus Christ is risen to new life, but also that he is the Fountain of our life. 
From him flows the gift of “Living Water,” the active, life-giving power of the 
Holy Spirit, which we celebrate at Pentecost. Like the Samaritan Woman at the 
well, we need not just ordinary water but this Living Water to fill our thirsty lives 
with the presence of God. 

In the middle of the feast, O Savior,  
fill my thirsting soul with the waters of godliness, as you cried to all:  
“If anyone thirst, let him come to me and drink!”  
O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to you! 
(Troparion of Mid–Pentecost, also sung on the Sunday of the Samaritan 
Woman) 

“You are the water of life,”  
the Woman of Samaria cried out to Christ;  
therefore, O Word, give me, who am ever thirsty,  
your divine grace to drink,  
that I may no longer, Lord Jesus,  
be mastered by the drought of ignorance,  
but may proclaim your wonderful works. 
(Sticheron of the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman)


