
Saints Peter & Paul 
Orthodox Church 

Meriden, Connecticut 
website: sspeterpaul.org  

A Parish of the Orthodox Church in America 
Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 

203-237-4539 priest@sspeterpaul.org  
Donna Leonowich, Parish Council President 

203-887-5155

6th Sunday of Pascha—Tone 5 
The Blind Man 
May 30, 2021 

Ven. Bessarion, Wonderworker of Egypt 
(4th-5th c.). Ven. Hilarion the New, 
Abbot of the Dalmatian Monastery (845). 
St. Jonah, Bishop of Perm (1470). Ven. 
Paísii, Abbot of Uglich (1504).

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (9:1–38) 
At that time, as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked 
Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed 
in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no 
one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When He had said these 
things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the 
blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is 
translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.  
Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he 
who sat and begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.” 
Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called 
Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I 
went and washed, and I received sight.” Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not 
know.” They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when 
Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore 
some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” 
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among 
them. They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your 
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”  
But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until 
they called the parents of him who had received his sight. And they asked them, saying, “Is this 
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered them 
and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but by what means he now 
sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak 
for himself.” His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed 
already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue. 
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So they again called the man who was blind, 
and said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.” He answered and said, 
“Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I 
see.” Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He 
answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you also want to become His disciples?” Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, 
but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know 
where He is from.” The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you 
do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not 
hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him. Since the world 
began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man 
were not from God, He could do nothing.”  
They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And 
they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to 
him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may 
believe in Him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with 
you.” Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him.

Christ is risen! Indeed, he is risen! 
Welcome! We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith 
and love. As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and 
patient with the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all 
government directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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We continue to share news and resources on our website, on Facebook, 
and especially our Parish News e-mail list. You can sign up at 
sspeterpaul.org/contact . 

We are in need of more volunteers to run our livestream of church 
services. If you have the willingness to learn the necessary technology, please 
speak with Rick Comshaw or Fr. Joshua. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to those who have as their heavenly patron Hieromartyr Timothy, 
Bishop of Prussa (June 10). 
Many years to all those celebrating birthdays: Helen Kasperovich (June 3).  
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Fr. Gregory (Dudash)—former rector of SS. Peter & Paul. 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)              John (Boris)—brother of Jill Zadar 
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Helen (Barone)—recovering from surgery 
Barbara (Dixon) Margaret Irene  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Helen (Kasperovich)  Jennie (Padick) 
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, June 5 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, June 6 
The Blind Man

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Wed., June 9 Great Vespers: Eve of Ascension 6 PM

Thursday, June 10 
Ascension of the Lord

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Having risen from the dead and having taught his disciples all things, the 
Lord completed his work by ascending into heaven and sitting at the right 
hand of the Father, just as we affirm constantly in the Creed. Ten days before 
Pentecost, this marks the Lord’s final preparation for the granting of the 
Holy Spirit. Come and worship him!

Saturday, June 12 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, June 13 
1st Ecumenical Council

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Saturday, June 19 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, June 20 
Holy Pentecost

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Pentecost is the fiftieth day from Pascha, and is itself one of the great 
feasts in the Church, celebrating when the Holy Spirit descended upon 
the disciples, renewing and empowering them to preach the Gospel of 
the crucified and risen Christ to all peoples throughout the world.

“Kneeling Vespers” follows the Liturgy

This is the first time we kneel to pray since the Lord’s Resurrection. We 
will pray for the departed and for ourselves, that the Holy Spirit would 
give us the power to live holy lives, according to the example of the 
Apostles. With God’s strength and love never departing from us, we 
have undergone many trials as a people in the last year and it is right 
and needful that we ask the Lord’s mercy on our suffering world.
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Hymns of the Day 

Tone 5 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, 
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born for our salvation from the Virgin; 
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, 
to endure death, 
and to raise the dead// 
by His glorious Resurrection. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

Tone 4 Kontakion   (Pentecostarion) 
I come to You, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual eyes, 
and call to You in repentance:// 
“You are the most radiant Light of those in darkness.” 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 8 Kontakion  (Pascha) 
You descended into the tomb, O Immortal, 
You destroyed the power of death. 
In victory You arose, O Christ God, 
proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,// 
granting peace to Your Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection 
on the fallen. 

Prokeimenon in the Eighth Tone 
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God! (Ps 75/76:11) 
Verse: In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel. (Ps 75/76:1) 

Alleluia 
Verse:  Look upon me and have mercy on me!  (Ps 118/119:132)   
Verse:  Guide my steps according to Your word! (Ps 118/119:133) 

Notes on the Week 
In the Ascension resides the meaning and the fullness of Christ’s Resurrection. 
The Lord did not rise in order to return again to the fleshly order of life, so as to 
live again and commune with the disciples and the multitudes by means of 
preaching and miracles.… That is why the disciples were confused and 
frightened. Christ arose not in the same way as those who were restored to life 
before Him. Theirs was a resurrection for a time, and they returned to life in the 
same body, which was subject to death and corruption—returned to the 
previous mode of life. But Christ … arose in a body of glory, immortal and 
incorruptible…. And now He ascends to the Father, yet He does not “go away,” 
but abides with the faithful for ever (cf. The Kontakion of Ascension). For He 
raises the very earth with Him to heaven, and even higher than any heaven…. 
And with Christ, man’s nature ascends also. “We who seemed unworthy of the 
earth, are now raised to heaven,” says Saint John Chrysostom. By His Ascension the 
Lord not only opened to man the entrance to heaven, not only appeared before the 
face of God on our behalf and for our sake, but likewise “transferred man” to the 
high places. “He honored them He loved by putting them close to the Father.” … 
The Ascension is the token of Pentecost, the sign of its coming, “The Lord has 
ascended to heaven and will send the Comforter to the world.” … “On high is His 
body, here below with us is His Spirit…. Heaven received the Holy Body, and the 
earth accepted the Holy Spirit. Christ came and sent the Spirit. He ascended, and 
with Him our body ascended also” (Saint John Chrysostom). … Now the Spirit 
Comforter is poured forth on all flesh. Through renewal and glorification in the 
Ascended Christ, man’s nature became receptive of the Spirit…. 
The Ascension is a sign and token of the Second Coming. “This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him 
go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). The mystery of God’s Providence will be 
accomplished in the Return of the Risen Lord. In the fulfillment of time, Christ’s 
kingly power will be revealed and spread over the whole of faithful mankind…. 
We should tremble more at the thought of that abundant Glory which is 
appointed unto the redeemed, than at the thought of the eternal darkness. In very 
truth, “wondrous and terrible is Thy divine ascension from the mountain, O Giver 
of Life.” A terrible and wondrous height is the King’s throne. In face of this height 
all flesh stands silent, in awe and trembling. “He has Himself descended to the 
lowest depths of humiliation, and raised up man to the height of exaltation.” 
What then should we do? “If thou art the body of Christ, bear the Cross, for He 
bore it” (Saint John Chrysostom). “With the power of Thy Cross, Oh Christ, 
establish my thoughts, so that I may sing and glorify Thy saving Ascension.” 
V. Rev. Georges Florovsky, extract of his article, “And He Ascended,” 1954


