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First Sunday after Pentecost—Tone 8 
All Saints 
June 27, 2021 

St. Sampson the Hospitable of 
Constantinople (ca. 530). St. Joanna the 
Myrrhbearer (1st c.). Ven. Serapion of 
Kozheyezérsk (1611). St. Severus, a 
Presbyter of Interocrea, Italy (6th c.).

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul  
to the Hebrews (11:33–12:2) 

Brethren, through faith the saints subdued kingdoms, worked 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. 
Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain 
a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, 
yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn 
in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about 
in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented — of 
whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having 
obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 
God having provided something better for us, that they should not be 
made perfect apart from us. Therefore we also, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
(10:32–33, 37–38; 19:27–30) 

The Lord said to his disciples, “Whoever confesses Me before men, him 
I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever 
denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in 
heaven. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 
worthy of Me.” Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left 
all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” So Jesus said to 
them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of 
Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone 
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and 
inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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We grieve with the families of newly departed James Veronick and Helen 
Kasperovich. Condolences may be sent to the parents of James: Daniel & 
Beverly Veronick, 30 Etzel Dr, Durham CT 06422. Condolences may be 
sent to the daughter and son-in-law of Helen: Kathryn and William Knapp, 
436 Moody Ridge Rd, Belpre, OH  45714. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all those who have as their heavenly patron one of the Leaders 
of the Apostles, Peter & Paul ( June 29). 
Many years to Ephraim Mosher, who recently was officially awarded the rank 
of Eagle Scout. 
Many years to all those celebrating birthdays: John Herbert & Jordan Novak on 
June 28. Elias Mosher on June 29. Mary Jane Rogers on July 2. 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)              John (Boris)—brother of Jill Zadar 
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Helen (Barone)—recovering from surgery 
Barbara (Dixon) Margaret Irene  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Helen (Kasperovich)  Jennie (Padick) 
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, June 26 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, June 27 
All Saints

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Annual Parish Picnic follows—we are keeping it 
simple this year. Please bring your own 
refreshments and a chair or blanket. We will set 
up a few extra chairs as well. 

Sunday, June 27 Visiting with the family of James 
Veronick at Ferry’s Funeral Home

2–4 PM

Funeral Vigil Service at Ferry’s 4 PM

Monday, June 28 Funeral Service at our church 10:30 AM

Monday, June 28 Apostles Fast (one day long this year)

Eve of SS. Peter & Paul Great Vespers 6 PM

Tuesday. June 29 
SS. Peter & Paul

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Wed., June 30 Funeral Service for Helen Kasperovich 11 AM

Saturday, July 3 Great Vespers—in the temple 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, June 4 
All Saints of North 
America

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, July 11 Coffee Hour after Liturgy resumes 

Thank you to all our volunteers who decorated (and cleaned!) the church 
for Pentecost, especially Elena, Timur, Kristina and Veronica. 

We are in need of more volunteers to run our livestream of church 
services. If you have the willingness to learn the necessary technology, please 
speak with Rick Comshaw or Fr. Joshua. 
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Hymns of the Day 

Tone 8 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
You descended from on high, O Merciful One! 
You accepted the three day burial  
to free us from our sufferings!// 
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You!  

Tone 4 Troparion   (from the Pentecostarion) 
As with fine porphyry and royal purple, 
Your Church has been adorned with Your martyr’s blood shed 
throughout all the world. 
She cries to You, O Christ God: 
“Send down Your bounties on Your people,// 
grant peace to Your habitation and great mercy to our souls!”  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 8  Kontakion (from the Pentecostarion) 
The universe offers You the God-bearing Martyrs 
as the first fruits of creation, O Lord and Creator. 
By their prayers keep Your Church, Your habitation, in abiding 
peace// 
through the Theotokos, O most Merciful One! 

Prokeimenon in the Eighth Tone 
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God!  (Ps 75/76:11) 
Verse: In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel.   

 (Ps 75/76:1) 
The Prokeimenon in the Fourth Tone: 
God is wonderful in His saints, / the God of Israel.  (Ps 67/68:35) 

Alleluia 
Verse:  The righteous cried and the Lord heard them and delivered 

them out of all their troubles.  (Ps 33/34:18)   
Verse:  Many are the afflictions of the righteous; the Lord will deliver 

them out of them all.  (Ps 33/34:20) 

Notes on the Week 
Today we hear from the Apostle, regarding this Feast of All Saints: “all 
these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the 
promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should 
not be made perfect apart from us.”  
St. John Chrysostom explains: “They gained their victory so many ages 
ago, and have not yet received their reward. And you who are yet in the 
conflict, are you vexed? Do you also consider what a thing it is, and how 
great, that Abraham should be sitting, and the Apostle Paul, waiting till 
you have been perfected, that then they may be able to receive their 
reward? For the Savior has told them before that unless we also are 
present, He will not give it to them ... Do you see that we have the 
advantage of them? For “God,” he says, “has provided some better thing 
for us.” ... He appointed one time of crowning for all; and he that gained 
the victory so many years before, receives his crown with you. Do you see 
his tender carefulness?”  
— St. John Chrysostom, Homily 28 on the Epistle to the Hebrews 

Come, let us praise the heroes of our faith: 
Apostles, martyrs, holy priests, and noble women! 
They fought for the faith in every part of the earth. 
Though born of earth, they were united with the heavenly hosts.  
Through their sufferings, they triumphed over evil by the grace of Christ.  
As unfading lights, they illumine our hearts, 
and with boldness they pray for our souls.  
—From Vespers of the Feast of All Saints 


