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St. Emilian the Confessor, Bishop of Cyzikus 
(813–820). Ven. Gregory the Iconographer, of 
the Kiev Caves (12th c.). Translation of the 
Relics of Ven. Zosimas and Sabbatius of 
Solovétsky Monastery (1566).

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to 
the Romans (15:1–7) 

Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us please his 
neighbor for his good, leading to edification. For even Christ did 
not please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those 
who reproached You fell on Me.” For whatever things were written 
before were written for our learning, that we through the patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God 
of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one 
another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind 
and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received 
us, to the glory of God.  

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew 
(9:27–35)  

At that time, two blind men followed Jesus, crying out and saying, 
“Son of David, have mercy on us!” And when He had come into 
the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, 
“Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  They said to Him, 
“Yes, Lord.” Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to 
your faith let it be to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus 
sternly warned them, saying, “See that no one knows it.” But when 
they had departed, they spread the news about Him in all that 
country. As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, 
mute and demon-possessed. And when the demon was cast out, 
the mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying, “It was 
never seen like this in Israel!” But the Pharisees said, “He casts out 
demons by the ruler of the demons.” Then Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people.

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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As we are about two-thirds of the way through the year, please review your 
pledge of support to the parish. If you have questions, speak with Alexia 
Tassmer (203-284-0856). Thank you for your ongoing support of the 
ministry of this parish. 

This week, Protopresbyter Leonid Kishkovsky and Maureen Ludko fell asleep 
in the Lord. Fr. Leonid was Director of External Affairs for the Orthodox 
Church in America, as well as a devoted pastor. We were praying for Maureen, 
whose husband George belongs to the New Britain parish. Memory eternal! 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all those celebrating birthdays: Inna Fedorov on Aug. 12. 
Many years to all those celebrating anniversaries: Serge and Mary Ellen Pavlov 
on Aug. 10. 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Fr. Michael (Koblosh)—brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, who is undergoing 

treatment for pancreatic cancer 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)         
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Jill (Zadar) 
Margaret Irene  
Marian Veronica  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

August 1–14 Dormition Fast

Please be mindful that we are in the midst of the 
Dormition Fast, preparing for the great feast of 
the Dormition (or “Falling Asleep”) of the 
Theotokos. This fast begins with the Procession of 
the Holy Cross and ends with the Feast of the 
Dormition. The remembrance of the Cross 
reminds us of our own precious responsibility to 
follow the way of Jesus Christ, while the 
Dormition reminds us of our hoped-for end, 
welcomed into Paradise by Christ’s own mother. 
Don’t let these few days slip past unnoticed. 

Saturday, Aug. 7 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Aug. 8 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Please join us downstairs for fellowship and 
refreshment following the Liturgy. If you would 
prefer to wait until later, we also understand.

Tues., Thursday Little Vespers via Zoom 6 PM

Wed., Aug. 11 Parish Council 6:30 PM

Saturday, Aug. 14 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Aug. 15 
Dormition

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

This weekend, we celebrate the Dormition 
(Falling-Asleep) of the Most-Holy Theotokos and 
Ever-Virgin Mary.

We will also bless herbs and flowers after each 
service, in honor of our Lady, the most fragrant 
flower of the Church.
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 6 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb;  
the guards became as dead men. 
Mary stood by Your grave, 
seeking Your most pure body.  
You captured hell, not being tempted by it.  
You came to the Virgin, granting life. 
O Lord, Who rose from the dead,// 
glory to You.  

Tone 7 Troparion (Transfiguration) 
You were transfigured on the mount, O Christ God, 
revealing Your glory to Your Disciples as far as they could bear it. 
Let Your everlasting Light shine upon us sinners, 
through the prayers of the Theotokos!// 
O Giver of Light, glory to You!  

Tone 4  Troparion  (Apostles Peter & Paul)
O first-enthroned of the Apostles,  
teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world,//  
and to our souls great mercy!  

Tone 3 Troparion (St. Emilian)  
In confessing the Faith, you proclaimed Orthodox doctrine  
and were unjustly exiled for rebuking the wicked king.  
Righteous and glorious Emilian, 
the boast of Cyzicus,//  
entreat Christ God to grant us His great mercy. 

Tone 6 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, 
raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty hand,  
He bestowed resurrection on the human race.// 
He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all. 

Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostles Peter & Paul)
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 

the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifice,//  
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Tone 2 Kontakion (St. Emilian) 
The Church for which you suffered 
glorifies you in hymns, O Emilian; 
you were a valiant champion of the Trinity, 
therefore we honor your memory.// 
Deliver your servants from all assaults of the Enemy!  

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 4 Kontakion (Transfiguration) 
On the mountain You were transfigured, O Christ God, 
and Your Disciples beheld Your glory as far as they could see it;  
so that when they would behold You crucified, 
they would understand that Your suffering was voluntary, 
and would proclaim to the world// 
that You are truly the Radiance of the Father.  

Prokeimenon in the Sixth Tone (Resurrection) 
O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a)  
Verse:  To You, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!  

(Ps. 27:1a)  
Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Transfiguration)  
O Lord, how manifold are Your works; / in wisdom have You made them all.  
 (Ps. 103:26)  

Alleluia 
Verse: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the 

shadow of the heavenly God.  (Ps. 90:1)  
Verse:  He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my 

God, in Whom I trust.” (Ps. 90:2) 
Verse: The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours! (Ps. 88:11a)  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
O Lord, we will walk in the light of Your countenance, and will exult in Your  
Name forever. (Ps. 88:15)  


