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Martyr Agathonicus of Nicomedia 
and his companions: Martyrs Zoticus, 
Theoprepius, Acindynus, Severian, 
Zeno, and others who suffered under 
Maximian (4th c.).

The Reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle 
Paul to the Corinthians (3:9–17) 

Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s 
building. According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a 
wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. 
But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation 
can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will 
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 
one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will 
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. Do you 
not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God 
dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy 
him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are. 

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew 
(14:22–34)  

At that time, Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before 
Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. And when 
He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by 
Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. But the 
boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind 
was contrary. Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, 
walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, 
they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; 
do not be afraid.” And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, 
command me to come to You on the water.” So He said, “Come.” And 
when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to 
go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was 
afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” And 
immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to 
him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into 
the boat, the wind ceased. Then those who were in the boat came and 
worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.” When they 
had crossed over, they came to the land of Gennesaret. 

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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As we are about two-thirds of the way through the year, please review your 
pledge of support to the parish. If you have questions, speak with Alexia 
Tassmer (203-284-0856). Thank you for your ongoing support of the 
ministry of this parish. 

Mitered Archpriest Michael Koblosh fell asleep in the Lord last week. Brother 
of M. Lydia Westerberg, he served with energy and humor in our diocese and 
across the Orthodox Church in America. May his memory be eternal!  
Condolences may be sent to M. Lydia Westerberg, 25 Kohary Drive, New Haven 
CT 06515. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all those celebrating anniversaries: Tim & Alexia Tassmer (Aug. 
19). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)         
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Jill (Zadar) 
Margaret Irene  
Marian Veronica  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Aug. 21 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Aug. 22 
After-feast of Dormition

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Tues., Thursday Little Vespers via Zoom 6 PM

Saturday, Aug. 28 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Aug. 29 
Beheading of St. John

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

We commemorate on this Sunday the Beheading 
of the Forerunner and Baptist John. As with all the 
sufferings of the Martyrs, his imprisonment and 
death — beheaded at the foolish and cruel request 
of a girl — seems an inglorious defeat. But dying 
in this way allowed St. John to go ahead of the 
Lord Jesus Christ once more, to preach to those in 
Hades before the Crucifixion. So his death points 
the way to the victory of the Cross, our own sign 
of hope. Please note: this is a fasting day.

Wed., Sept. 1 40th Day Commemoration of Charles 
Haddad

6 PM

Saturday, Sept. 4 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 5 
Ss. Zachariah & Elizabeth

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Sept. 12 Special Parish Meeting: 
“Strategic Building Plan Discussion”

11 AM

As was announced  in a letter enclosed in the 
August newsletter, we will be holding a purely 
informational meeting after the Divine Liturgy on 
Sept. 12 to review possible future directions for 
the parish’s facilities.
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 8 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
You descended from on high, O Merciful One! 
You accepted the three day burial to free us from our sufferings!// 
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You! 

Tone 1 Troparion (Dormition) 
In giving birth you preserved your virginity. 
In falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O Theotokos.  
You were translated to life O Mother of Life,// 
and by your prayers you deliver our souls from death.  

Tone 4  Troparion  (Apostles Peter & Paul)
O first-enthroned of the Apostles,  
teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world,//  
and to our souls great mercy! 

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Agathonicus) 
Your holy martyr Agathonicus and his companions, O Lord, 
through their sufferings have received incorruptible crowns from You, our 

God. 
For having Your strength, they laid low their adversaries, 
and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.// 
Through their intercession, save our souls!

Tone 8 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
By rising from the tomb, You raised the dead and resurrected Adam. 
Eve exults in Your Resurrection,// 
and the world celebrates Your rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One! 

Tone 2 Kontakion  (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifice,//  
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Tone 1 Kontakion (St. Agathonicus) 
Having received the good calling, O divinely wise one, 
you abandoned the cult of evil men, not fearing their tortures, O glorious 

Agathonicus. 
Therefore, you have inherited good things// 
and worthily received the incorruptible crown with your fellow martyrs. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 2 Kontakion (Dormition) 
Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, 
who is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions. 
For being the Mother of Life,// 
she was translated to life by the One who dwelt in her virginal womb.  

Prokeimenon in the Eighth Tone (Resurrection) 
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God! (Ps. 75:10a) 
Verse: In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel.  (Ps. 75:1) 
Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Dormition)  
My soul magnifies the Lord, / and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  
   (Lk. 1:46-47)  

Alleluia 
Verse: Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God 

our Savior!  (Ps. 94:1) 
Verse: Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful 

noise to Him with songs of praise!  (Ps. 94:2) 
Verse: Arise, O Lord, into Your rest, You and the Ark of Your sanctification!  

(Ps. 131:8) 

(Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:)  
The Angels, as they looked upon the Dormition of the Virgin,  
were struck with wonder, 
seeing how the Virgin went up from earth to heaven.  
The limits of nature are overcome in you, O Pure Virgin:  
for birthgiving remains virginal, and life is united to death;  
a virgin after childbearing and alive after death, 
you ever save your inheritance, O Theotokos.  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 
115:4) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


