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10th Sunday after Pentecost—Tone 1 

August 29, 2021 

The Beheading of the  
Holy Glorious Prophet,  
Forerunner, and Baptist John

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles (13:25–30) 
In those days, Paul said, “As John was finishing his course, he said, ‘Who do you 
think I am? I am not He. But behold, there comes One after me, the sandals of 
whose feet I am not worthy to loose.’ Men and brethren, sons of the family of 
Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to you the word of this salvation 
has been sent. For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they 
did not know Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every 
Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him. And though they found no 
cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death. Now 
when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him 
down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead. 
He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him from Galilee to 
Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people. And we declare to you glad 
tidings— that promise which was made to the fathers.” 

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark (6:14–30) 
At that time, King Herod heard of Jesus, for His name had become well 
known. And he said, “John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and therefore 
these powers are at work in him.” Others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It 
is the Prophet, or like one of the prophets.” But when Herod heard, he said, 
“This is John, whom I beheaded; he has been raised from the dead!” For 
Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for the 
sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife; for he had married her. Because 
John had said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 
Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but she could 
not; for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and he 
protected him. And when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him 
gladly. Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a feast 
for his nobles, the high officers, and the chief men of Galilee. And when 
Herodias’ daughter herself came in and danced, and pleased Herod and those 
who sat with him, the king said to the girl, “Ask me whatever you want, and I 
will give it to you.” He also swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, 
up to half my kingdom.” So she went out and said to her mother, “What shall I 
ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist!” Immediately she came in 
with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the 
head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, 
because of the oaths and because of those who sat with him, he did not want to 
refuse her. Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head 
to be brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, brought his head on 
a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. When his 
disciples heard of it, they came and took away his corpse and laid it in a tomb. 
Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they 
had done and what they had taught. 

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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Mitered Archpriest Michael Koblosh fell asleep in the Lord two weeks ago. 
Brother of M. Lydia Westerberg, he served with energy and humor in our diocese 
and across the Orthodox Church in America. May his memory be eternal!  
Condolences may be sent to M. Lydia Westerberg, 25 Kohary Drive, New Haven 
CT 06515. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to those whose heavenly patron is St. John the Forerunner 
(Aug. 29) or St. Christopher of Palestine (Aug. 30). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Nikolai Connolly (Sept. 4). Alexia Tassmer 
(Sept. 5). 
Many years to all those celebrating anniversaries: Tim & Alexia Tassmer (Aug. 
19). Stacey & Charles Lombardi (Aug. 29). Mario & Natasha Sousa (Sept. 3). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)         
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Jill (Zadar) 
Margaret Irene  
Marian Veronica  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Aug. 28 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Aug. 29 
Beheading of St. John

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Tuesday, Aug. 31 Diocesan Council 6:30 PM

Wed., Sept. 1 40th Day Commemoration of Charles 
Haddad

6 PM

Saturday, Sept. 4 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 5 
Ss. Zachariah & Elizabeth

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Tuesday, Sept. 7 Great Vespers on the eve of the 
Nativity of the Theotokos

6 PM

Wed., Sept. 8 Divine Liturgy—Nativity of the Most 
Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary

9:30 AM

Wed., Sept. 8 Parish Council 6:30 PM

Saturday, Sept. 11 Panakhida on the twentieth 
anniversary of 9/11

4:15 PM

Saturday, Sept. 11 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 12 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Sept. 12 Special Parish Meeting: 
“Strategic Building Plan Discussion”

11 AM

As was announced  in a letter enclosed in the 
August newsletter, we will be holding a purely 
informational meeting after the Divine Liturgy on 
Sept. 12 to review possible future directions for 
the parish’s facilities.
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 1 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, 
while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure body, 
You rose on the third day, O Savior, 
granting life to the world. 
The powers of heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life:  
“Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! 
Glory to Your Kingdom!// 
Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!”  

Tone 1 Troparion (Forerunner) 
The memory of the righteous is celebrated with hymns of praise, 
but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for you, O Forerunner. 
You were shown in truth to be the most honorable of the Prophets, 
for you were deemed worthy to baptize in the streams of the Jordan Him 

Whom they foretold. 
Therefore, having suffered for the truth with joy, 
you proclaimed to those in hell God Who appeared in the flesh,  
Who takes away the sin of the world// 
and grants us great mercy. 

Tone 1 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
As God, You rose from the tomb in glory, 
raising the world with Yourself. 
Human nature praises You as God, for death has vanished.  
Adam exults, O Master! 
Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to You://  
“You are the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!”  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Tone 5 Kontakion (Forerunner) 
The glorious beheading of the Forerunner 
became an act of divine dispensation, 
for he preached to those in hell the coming of the Savior.  
Let Herodias lament, for she entreated lawless murder,  
loving not the Law of God, nor eternal life,// 
but that which is false and temporal. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion—“Steadfast Protectress” 

Prokeimenon in the First Tone (Resurrection) 
Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us /as we have set our hope on You!  
 (Ps. 32:22)  
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!   (Ps. 32:1)  
Tone 7 Prokeimenon (Forerunner)  
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord / and shall hope in Him.  (Ps. 63:11a)  

Alleluia 
Verse: God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me.  

(Ps. 17:48)  
Verse: He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with David, 

His anointed, and his seed forever. (Ps. 17:51) 
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in 

Lebanon. (Ps. 91:11)  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil  
tidings!  (Ps. 111:6)  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Notes on the Week 
We commemorate on this Sunday the Beheading of the Forerunner and 
Baptist John. As with all the sufferings of the Martyrs, his imprisonment and 
death — beheaded at the foolish and cruel request of a girl — seems an 
inglorious defeat. But dying in this way allowed St. John to go ahead of the 
Lord Jesus Christ once more, to preach to those in Hades before the 
Crucifixion. So his death points the way to the victory of the Cross, our own 
sign of hope.  

Please note: this is a fasting day.


