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Holy Prophet Zachariah and Righteous 
Elizabeth, parents of St. John the Baptist 
(1st c.). Martyrdom of Ven. Athanasius, 
Abbot of Bretsk (1648). Martyrdom of the 
Holy Passionbearer Gleb (1015).

The Reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Corinthians (9:2–12) 

Brethren, if I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you 
are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. My defense to those who 
examine me is this: Do we have no right to eat and drink? Do we have no 
right to take along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the 
brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no 
right to refrain from working? Who ever goes to war at his own expense? 
Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock 
and does not drink of the milk of the flock? Do I say these things as a mere 
man? Or does not the law say the same also? For it is written in the law of 
Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.” Is it oxen 
God is concerned about? Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our 
sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in hope, and 
he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown 
spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material things? If 
others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more? 
Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we 
hinder the gospel of Christ.  

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew (18:23–35)  
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king 
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to 
settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be 
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be 
made. The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have 
patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that servant 
was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. But 
that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, 
saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down at his feet 
and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ And 
he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the 
debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very 
grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. Then his 
master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not also have had 
compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his 
master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all 
that was due to him. So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of 
you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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The Fellowship of Orthodox Churches in CT (FORCC) is planning to 
hold the Scholarship Awards Banquet at St Dimitri’s in Easton on Sunday, 
October 3.  Fr. John Parker, Dean of St. Tikhon’s Seminary, is guest speaker 
this year. People will be expected to wear masks except when they are eating. 
Trey Comshaw and Mary Halvorsen will be recognized as the 2021 recipients. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all those who have as their heavenly patron the Righteous 
Elizabeth, mother of St. John the Baptist (Sept. 5); the Theotokos and 
Ever-Virgin Mary (Nativity, Sept. 8) or the Righteous Forebear of God 
Anna (Sept. 9). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Marisa Poccia (Sept. 9); Ann Belejack (99th 
birthday on Sept. 10). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)         
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Jill (Zadar) 
Margaret Irene  
Marian Veronica  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Sept. 4 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 5 
Ss. Zachariah & Elizabeth

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Tuesday, Sept. 7 Great Vespers on the eve of the 
Nativity of the Theotokos

6 PM

Wed., Sept. 8 Divine Liturgy—Nativity of the Most 
Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary

9:30 AM

The birth of the Theotokos was the fulfillment of 
promises made by God to her righteous parents, and also 
the fulfillment of the hope of generations of people who 
put their trust in God, from Noah to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, to King David and his line. The birth of the 
Theotokos represents the best the human race has to 
offer to our Creator, and God accepts this gift and 
returns her to us as the mother of our Savior.

Wed., Sept. 8 Parish Council 6:30 PM

Saturday, Sept. 11 Panakhida on the twentieth 
anniversary of 9/11

4:15 PM

Saturday, Sept. 11 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 12 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Sept. 12 Special Parish Meeting: 
“Strategic Building Plan Discussion”

11 AM

As was announced  in a letter enclosed in the August 
newsletter, we will be holding a purely informational 
meeting after the Divine Liturgy on Sept. 12 to review 
possible future directions for the parish’s facilities.

Monday, Sept. 13 Great Vespers on the eve of the 
Elevation of the Cross

6 PM

Divine Liturgy—Elevation of the Cross 9:30 AM
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 2 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When You descended to death, O Life Immortal, 
You destroyed hell with the splendor of Your Godhead. 
And when from the depths You raised the dead, 
all the powers of heaven cried out: // 
“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!” 

Tone 4 Troparion (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O first-enthroned of the Apostles,  
teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world, //  
and to our souls great mercy!  

Tone 4 Troparion (Prophet Zachariah)  
Robed in the vestments of the priesthood, 
according to the Law of God you offered whole-burnt offerings in a sacred 

manner, wise Zachariah. 
You became a luminary and a seer of the mysteries, 
bearing within yourself the signs of grace, all-wise one. 
Slain by the sword in the temple of God, O prophet of Christ,  
intercede together with the Forerunner // 
that our souls may be saved! 

Tone 2 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, 
seeing the miracle of Your Resurrection from the tomb! 
The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced  
 with You, //  
and the world, my Savior, praises You forever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Tone 4 Kontakion (Righteous Elizabeth)  
As the full moon brightly reflects the light of the sun, 
you reflected the glory of the Messiah, the Light of wisdom! 
With Zachariah you walked in all of the Lord’s commandments, Elizabeth, 

beloved by God. 
So as we bless you with fitting songs,// 
we praise the Lord, the bountiful Light, Who enlightens all.  

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion—“Steadfast Protectress” 

Prokeimenon in the Second Tone (Resurrection) 
The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has become my salvation.  

(Ps. 117:14)  
Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to 

death.  (Ps. 117:18)   

Alleluia 
Verse: May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble! May the name of the God 

of Jacob protect you!  (Ps. 19:1)  
Verse: Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!  (Ps. 19:9)  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Notes on the Week 
Today, we celebrate the memory of the Prophet Zachariah and the 
Righteous Elizabeth, parents of St. John the Baptist. Both followed the life-
giving ways of the Lord all their lives. St. Elizabeth, cousin of the Virgin 
Mary,  rejoiced when she conceived after many years of barrenness. St. 
Zachariah was martyred within the temple by the soldiers of Herod, sent to 
kill all male children in Bethlehem near the age of Jesus. 

Later this week, we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of the Most Holy 
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. Below are hymns meditating on the 
importance of this day in our salvation: 

From the righteous Joachim and Anna there has dawned for us the universal 
joy: the all-praised Virgin, who through her surpassing purity becomes the 
living temple of God, and is alone acknowledged to be in truth Mother of 
God. At her intercessions, Christ our God, send down peace on the world 
and to our souls your great mercy.   

From Jesse’s root and from David’s loins Mary the child of God is being born 
for us today, and so the universe rejoices and is renewed; heaven rejoices 
together with the earth. Praise her families of the nations. Joachim rejoices 
and Anna keeps festival as she cries, “The barren gives birth to the Mother of 
God, the nourisher of our life.”


