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13th Sunday after Pentecost—Tone 4 
Sunday after the Elevation of the Cross 
September 19, 2021 

Martyrs Trophimus, Sabbatius, and 
Dorymedon of Synnada (276). Martyr 
Zosimas, a Hermit of Cilicia (4th c.). St. 
Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of 
Canterbury (ca. 690).

The Reading from the First Epistle of the  
Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians (16:13–24) 

Brethren, watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. Let all that 
you do be done with love. I urge you, brethren—you know the 
household of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and that they 
have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints —that you also 
submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us. I am 
glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what 
was lacking on your part they supplied. For they refreshed my spirit and 
yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. The churches of Asia greet 
you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church 
that is in their house. All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with 
a holy kiss. The salutation with my own hand – Paul’s. If anyone does 
not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come! The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with you all in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew 
(21:33–42) 

The Lord spoke this parable: There was a certain landowner who 
planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and 
built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far 
country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the 
vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took 
his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again he sent 
other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them. Then 
last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But 
when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is 
the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ So they took 
him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers? 
They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and 
lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits 
in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 
cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, And it is marvelous in our 
eyes’?”

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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The cross is lit today in memory of John Herbert, on the first anniversary of 
his falling asleep in the Lord, by Simon, Mary, Daniel and Thomas Herbert of 
Hammonton, NJ. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all those who have as their heavenly patron St. John the 
Forerunner (Sept. 23), the Virgin Martyr Raisa of Alexandria (Sept. 23), 
or the Virgin Martyr Christina of Tyre (Sept. 25).  
For those celebrating birthdays: Dimitri Zahariadis (Sept. 19). Mihaela 
Alecsandru and Maria Alecsandru (Sept. 20). Richard Comshaw, and Richard 
Trey Comshaw (Sept. 21). 
For those celebrating anniversaries: Amy & Matthew Stankiewicz on Sept. 20. 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)         
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Jill (Zadar) 
Margaret Irene Marian  
Veronica Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Sept. 18 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 19 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Thursday, Sept. 23 Little Vespers via Zoom 6 PM

Saturday, Sept. 25 No Vespers (celebrating 125th 
Anniversary of Three Saints, Ansonia)

Sunday, Sept. 26 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Sept. 26 Memorial Service for Fr. Michael 
Koblosh at Christ the Savior, 1070 
Roxbury Rd, Southbury

6 PM

Thursday, Sept. 30 Great Vespers—eve of the Protection 
of the Most Holy Theotokos

6 PM

Friday, Oct. 1 Divine Liturgy—Protection of the 
Most Holy Theotokos & Ever-Virgin 
Mary

9:30 AM

Saturday, Oct. 2 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Oct. 3 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Oct. 3 FORCC Benefit Dinner 1 PM

The Fellowship of Orthodox Churches in CT 
(FORCC) is planning to hold the Scholarship 
Awards Banquet at St Dimitri’s in Easton. Fr. John 
Parker, Dean of St. Tikhon’s Seminary, is guest 
speaker this year. People will be expected to wear 
masks except when they are eating. Trey 
Comshaw and Mary Halvorsen will be recognized 
as the 2021 recipients. Tickets may be purchased 
from Alexia Tassmer.
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 4 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When the women disciples of the Lord 
learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection,  
they cast away the ancestral curse 
and elatedly told the apostles: 
“Death is overthrown! 
Christ God is risen,// 
granting the world great mercy!”  

Tone 1 Troparion  (Elevation of the Cross) 
O Lord, save Your people, 
and bless Your inheritance! 
Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians 
over their adversaries; 
and by virtue of Your Cross,// 
preserve Your habitation! 

Tone 4 Troparion – Apostles Peter and Paul  
O first-enthroned of the Apostles, teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all to grant peace to the world,//  
and to our souls great mercy! 

Tone 8 Troparion (Martyrs)  
God praised in Trinity has glorified a trinity of martyrs:  
Trophímus, Sabbátius, and Dorýmedon. 
By their faith, they overthrew the adversary.// 
Through their prayers, O Christ our God, have mercy on us!  

Tone 4 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
My Savior and Redeemer 
as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains.  
He has shattered the gates of hell, 
and as Master,// 
He has risen on the third day! 

Tone 2 Kontakion – Apostles Peter and Paul  
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifice,// 
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Tone 8 Kontakion (Martyrs)  
As the foundation of athletes and the confirmation of piety, 
the Church honors and glorifies your brilliant suffering, 
wise and glorious Trophímus, ever-praised and blessed athlete.// 
Together with your fellow sufferers, ask cleansing for those who hymn you, 

for you are invincible.  

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 4 Kontakion (Elevation of the Cross) 
As You were voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our sake, 
grant mercy to those who are called by Your Name, O Christ God; 
make all Orthodox Christians glad by Your power, 
granting them victories over their adversaries// 
by bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Your weapon of peace! 

Prokeimenon in the Seventh Tone (Sunday after Elevation) 
Extol the Lord our God: / worship at His footstool for He is holy!  (Ps 

98/99:5)   
v: The Lord reigns, let the people tremble! (Ps 98/99:1) 

Alleluia 
v: Remember Your congregation, which You have gotten of old!  (Ps 73/74:2)   
v: God is our King before the ages; He has worked salvation in the midst of the 

earth.  (Ps 73/74:12) 

(Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:) 

Tone 8 
Magnify, O my soul, the most precious Cross of the Lord! 

You are a mystical Paradise, O Theotokos, 
who, though untilled, have brought forth Christ; 
through Him the life-bearing wood of the Cross was planted on earth. 
Now at its Exaltation, 
as we bow in worship before it, we magnify you. 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
The light of Your countenance has been signed upon us, O Lord.   (Ps 4/5:6) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


