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14th Sunday after Pentecost—Tone 5 

September 26, 2021 

Repose of the Holy Apostle and 
Evangelist John the Theologian (2nd 
c.). Ven. Ephraim, Abbot of Perekóp, 
Wonderworker of Novgorod (1492).

The Reading from the First Catholic Epistle of the  
Holy Apostle John (4:12–19) 

Beloved, no one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God 
abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. By this we know that 
we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior 
of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
abides in him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love 
that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in 
God, and God in him. Love has been perfected among us in this: that 
we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we 
in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 
because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made 
perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us. If someone says, 
“I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not 
seen? And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves 
God must love his brother also. 

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. John 
(19:25–27, 21:24–25) 

At that time, there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved 
standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then 
He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that 
disciple took her to his own home. This is the disciple who testifies of 
these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is 
true. And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they 
were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that would be written. Amen.

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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We Ask Your Prayers 
For Cyprian Kolpakov, who has as his heavenly patron the Hieromartyr 
Cyprian of Nicomedia (Oct. 2). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Irene Zavednak & Autumn Russell (Oct. 1). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)         
Alexander (Oji)—suffered spinal injury 
Jill (Zadar) 
Margaret Irene  
Marian Veronica  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Sept. 25 No Vespers (celebrating 125th 
Anniversary of Three Saints, Ansonia)

Sunday, Sept. 26 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Sept. 26 Memorial Service for Fr. Michael 
Koblosh at Christ the Savior, 1070 
Roxbury Rd, Southbury

6 PM

Thursday, Sept. 30 Great Vespers—eve of the Protection 
of the Most Holy Theotokos

6 PM

Friday, Oct. 1 Divine Liturgy—Protection of the 
Most Holy Theotokos & Ever-Virgin 
Mary

9:30 AM

Saturday, Oct. 2 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Oct. 3 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Oct. 3 FORCC Benefit Dinner 1 PM

The Fellowship of Orthodox Churches in CT 
(FORCC) is planning to hold the Scholarship 
Awards Banquet at St Dimitri’s in Easton. Fr. John 
Parker, Dean of St. Tikhon’s Seminary, is guest 
speaker this year. People will be expected to wear 
masks except when they are eating. Trey 
Comshaw and Mary Halvorsen will be recognized 
as the 2021 recipients. Tickets may be purchased 
from Alexia Tassmer.

Saturday, Oct. 9 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Oct. 10 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 5 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,  
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born for our salvation from the Virgin; 
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,  
to endure death,  
and to raise the dead// 
by His glorious Resurrection.  

Tone 2 Troparion  (St. John) 
Beloved Apostle of Christ our God, 
hasten to deliver a defenseless people! 
He Who allowed you to recline on His breast,  
receives you as you bow before Him.  
Implore Him, O John the Theologian,  
to disperse the persistent threat from the heathens,//  
entreating for us peace and great mercy!  

Tone 5 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
You descended into hell, O my Savior, 
shattering its gates as Almighty, 
resurrecting the dead as Creator, 
and destroying the sting of death. 
You have delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man,//  
and we cry to You: “O Lord, save us!”  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Tone 2 Kontakion (St. John)  
Who shall declare your greatness, 
O virgin disciple, 
for you pour forth wonders and are a source of healings,//  
and pray for our souls as theologian and friend of Christ.  

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion—Steadfast Protectress 

Prokeimenon in the Fifth Tone (Resurrection) 
You, O Lord, shall protect us / and preserve us from this generation 

forever.  (Ps. 11:7)  
v: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly! (Ps. 11:1a)  

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (St. John) 
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, / and their words 

to the ends of the universe. (Ps. 18:4)  

Alleluia 
v: I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will 

proclaim Your truth from generation to generation. (Ps. 88:1–2)    
v: For You have said: Mercy will be established forever; Your truth will 

be prepared in the heavens. (Ps. 88:3) 
v: The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; and Your truth in the 

congregation of the saints. (Ps. 88:5)  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  

(Ps. 148:1) 
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to 

the ends of the universe. (Ps. 18:4)  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Notes on the Week 
Today, we celebrate the memory of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the 
Theologian. He was the brother of James, both sons of Zebedee and both 
called by Jesus to be among the twelve disciples. John, though, was “the 
Beloved Disciple,” whose heart was always closest to him. He alone remained 
when the disciples forsook Jesus, standing at the foot of the Cross with the 
Most Holy Virgin Mary, as we hear in the Gospel today. God preserved him 
into old age, long after all the other Apostles had been martyred, and in 
those later years he wrote the last of the four Gospels. He also wrote three 
Epistles which are called Catholic or General, because they are directed to 
the whole Church as opposed to particular Christian communities or 
individuals. He was also granted a heavenly vision which is contained in the 
Apocalypse (or Revelation). He is granted the rare saintly title of 
“Theologian” because he was granted to teach us the mysterious judgments 
of God. The central theme of his writings is love, without which we cannot 
know God.


