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Prophet Hosea (820 B.C.). Monastic 
Martyr Andrew of Crete (767). Martyr 
Susanna, Princess of Georgia (5th c.). Ven. 
Anthony, Abbot of Leokhnovsk 
(Novgorod—1611).

The 2nd Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Corinthians (6:16–7:1) 

Brethren, what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are 
the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and 
walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 
Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. 
Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.” “I will be a Father 
to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord 
Almighty.” Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God. 

The Gospel according to St. Luke (8:5–15) 
The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as 
he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the 
birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang 
up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell 
on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When 
He had said these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear!” Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable 
mean?” And He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing 
they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ Now the 
parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are 
the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of 
their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the ones on the 
rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these 
have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall 
away. Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they 
have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of 
life, and bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good 
ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good 
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.”

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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Please support our ministry of hospitality by hosting upcoming coffee 
hours. We are glad to welcome parishioners and guests downstairs after the 
Liturgy, but we do need people to sign up as hosts on the signup board near 
the kitchen. Hosting is not a heavy undertaking: providing something 
modest for food, starting the coffee, and cleaning up afterward. But we 
would like to have a full roster for coming weeks. We also are in need of a 
coordinator for our whole effort of hospitality. If you are interested or have 
questions, please speak with Donna Leonowich. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For the newly-illumined Nolan Daniel, baptized by Fr. Joshua at Holy 
Trinity, New Britain, yesterday. 
For those celebrating birthdays: Irene White & Jason Bushey on Oct. 21. 
Anthony Milner and Dakota Stankiewicz on Oct. 22. Evelynn Sousa on Oct. 23. 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Karen (Rygiel)—sister-in-law of BreAnna Rygiel 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer 
Catherine and Robert (Barra)         
Jill (Zadar) 
Margaret Irene Maria 
Marian Veronica  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick)  
Anna (Belejack) Margaret (Savchik)  
Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Oct. 16 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Oct. 17 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Tues.–Wed. Little Vespers via Zoom 6 PM

Saturday, Oct. 23 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Oct. 24 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Sunday, Oct. 24 Charity Fundraising Luncheon 11 AM

After Liturgy that Sunday, a delicious meal will be 
offered to benefit our parish Charity Fund: 
smoked brisket, pulled pork, potato salad, 
Mexican corn, chocolate raspberry cake. We 
appreciate commitments in advance, to make 
enough for everyone. We also welcome orders for 
takeout that day! A suggested donation of $15 is 
welcome. Our Charity Fund provides loving 
support to neighbors and to members of the 
parish in need. Thanks to Rick Comshaw and 
Maria Rodriguez for hosting this meal.

Friday–Saturday 
Oct. 29–30

Diocesan Assembly hosted by Christ the Savior 
Orthodox Church, Southbury, CT

Each year, parishes send delegates to the Diocesan 
Assembly. Last year, it was held online in response 
to COVID. This year, many from our parish will 
attend in person. Please pray for us all.

Saturday, Oct. 30 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Oct. 31 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 8 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
You descended from on high, O Merciful One! 
You accepted the three day burial to free us from our sufferings!//  
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You!  

Tone 4 Troparion  (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O first-enthroned of the Apostles,  
teachers of the universe:  
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world,//  
and to our souls great mercy!  

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Andrew) 
Trained in asceticism on the mountain, 
with the weapon of the Cross you destroyed the spiritual assaults of the 

hostile powers, O all-blessed one. 
Again you bravely prepared for combat 
and slew Copronymus with the sword of faith;// 
for both struggles you have been crowned by God, monk-martyr Andrew of 

eternal memory.  
Tone 8 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
By rising from the tomb, You raised the dead and resurrected Adam. 
Eve exults in Your Resurrection,// 
and the world celebrates Your rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One!  

Tone 2 Kontakion  (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifice,// 
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
Tone 4 Kontakion (Prophet Hosea)  
Illumined by the Spirit, your heart was a vessel of illustrious prophecy,  
seeing far-off things as though they were present.// 
Therefore, we venerate your, glorious prophet Hosea.  

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion—Steadfast Protectress 

Prokeimenon in the Eighth Tone (Resurrection) 
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God! (Ps. 75:10a)  
v: In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel. (Ps. 75:1)  

Alleluia 
v: Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our 

Savior! (Ps. 94:1)  
v: Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to 

Him with songs of praise! (Ps. 94:2)  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  

(Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Notes on the Week 
One of the fundamental images of Scripture is God taking his people Israel 
as his bride. Jesus Christ comes as the Bridegroom to claim his bride, the 
Church, the New Israel—as we sing during Holy Week: “Behold, the 
Bridegroom comes as midnight.” The Service of Holy Marriage is founded 
on the understanding that human marriage is an icon of this reality: 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of 
water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, 
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy 
and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25–27, read at the service). 

St. Paul here reflects on the testimony of the Prophet Hosea, whom we 
commemorate today. God gave him a difficult word to follow, as the 
Kingdom of Israel was nearing its destruction. The Lord instructed Hosea to 
take as his bride a woman who chased after other men and worshipped idols. 
The whole prophecy that follows describes how God’s people have rejected 
his ways and put all their trust in foreign Gods and nations who will betray 
them. God warns that he will let his bride suffer the consequences of her 
foolish and destructive choices, but in the end, he promises great mercy: “I 
shall deliver them from the hand of Hades and shall deliver them from 
Death. O Death, where is your sentence? O Hades, where is your goad? … I 
will be like dew to Israel; he shall blossom like a lily and strike his roots like 
Lebanon” (Hos. 13:14; 14:5). Hosea reveals the depths of our transgressions, 
but even more the immeasurable faithfulness of the Bridegroom.


