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22nd Sunday after Pentecost—Tone 5 

November 21, 2021 

Entrance of the Most Holy Theotokos 
and Ever-Virgin Mary into the Temple

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul 
to the Hebrews (9:1–7) 

Brethren, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and 
the earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in 
which was the lamp-stand, the table, and the showbread, which is called 
the sanctuary; and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle 
which is called the Holiest of All, which had the golden censer and the 
ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the 
golden pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets 
of the covenant; and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing 
the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. Now 
when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into 
the first part of the tabernacle, performing the services. But into the 
second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, 
which he offered for himself and for the people’s sins committed in 
ignorance.  

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
(10:25–37) 

At that time, Jesus entered a certain village; a certain woman named 
Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister called 
Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha was 
distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, 
do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell 
her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is 
needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken 
away from her.” And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a 
certain woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, 
“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!” 
But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of 
God and keep it!” 

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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As we prepare for the Annual Parish Meeting on Dec. 5, it is good to be 
mindful of what parish membership means. To be an adult member of SS. 
Peter & Paul entails faithful and regular participation in the Holy Mysteries 
of Confession and Communion. At an absolute minimum, as our bylaws 
require, this means at least yearly at SS. Peter & Paul. We should note, 
however, that Orthodox Christianity has nothing to do with minimums: 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, 
with all your soul and with all your strength.” To be Voting Members, adult 
communicants at SS. Peter & Paul must also be “up to date” on their pledge 
of support. If you would like to make an appointment for Confession, Fr. 
Joshua would be happy to arrange it. If you are uncertain of the status of 
your pledge, please speak with Alexia Tassmer (203-284-0856). 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all those who have as their heavenly patron the Great-martyr 
Catherine of Alexandria (Nov. 24). 
For those celebrating birthdays: David Zavednak on Nov 21. Vera Mankevich on 
Nov 24. 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg 
Trisha (Laliberte)—friend of Helen Barone with kidney cancer     
Jill (Zadar) Stephen (Rygiel) 
Margaret Irene Maria 
Marian Veronica  
Cyprian and Dana Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Nov. 20 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Nov. 21 
Entry of the Theotokos

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

We join with Joachim and Anna in giving thanks 
for the Virgin Mary, brought into the Temple with 
joy. Through their offering, the child Mary was 
raised up to become a temple and dwelling-place 
for God the Word—Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sunday, Nov. 21 Thanksgiving Deliveries after the Liturgy

Today, after coffee hour, we will be assembling 
and making our Thanksgiving deliveries to six 
neighborhood families in need. Please join us!

Thursday, Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Day Akathist Service:  
“Glory to God for All Things”

10 AM

This simple yet profound service is not long, but it 
does give thanks for every aspect of creation. In 
past years, it has been a well-beloved service. We 
are glad to be able to celebrate it once again this 
year. Consider making it part of your own 
Thanksgiving.

Saturday, Nov. 27 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Nov. 28 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Saturday, Dec. 4 Chrismation of Michael Pannone 4:30 PM

Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Dec. 5 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Annual Parish Meeting
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 5 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,  
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born for our salvation from the Virgin; 
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,  
to endure death,  
and to raise the dead// 
by His glorious Resurrection.  

Tone 4 Troparion (Feast) 
Today is the prelude of the good will of God,  
of the preaching of the salvation of mankind.  
The Virgin appears in the Temple of God, 
in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all.  
Let us rejoice and sing to her:  
“Rejoice, O Fulfillment// 
of the Creator’s dispensation!“  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Tone 5 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
You descended into hell, O my Savior, 
shattering its gates as Almighty, 
resurrecting the dead as Creator, 
and destroying the sting of death. 
You have delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man,//  
and we cry to You: “O Lord, save us!” 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 4 Kontakion (Feast)  
The most pure Temple of the Savior; 
the precious Chamber and Virgin; 
the sacred Treasure of the glory of God, 
is presented today to the house of the Lord.  
She brings with her the grace of the Spirit,  
therefore, the angels of God praise her://  
“Truly this woman is the abode of Heaven!” 

Prokeimenon in the Fifth Tone (Resurrection) 
You, O Lord, shall protect us / and preserve us from this generation forever. 

(Ps. 11:7) 

v: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly!  (Ps. 11:1a)  

Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Song of the Theotokos)  
My soul magnifies the Lord, / and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  

(Lk. 1:46-47)  

Alleluia 
v: I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will 

proclaim Your truth from generation to generation.  (Ps. 88:1-2)  
v: For You have said: Mercy will be established forever; Your truth will be 

prepared in the heavens.  (Ps. 88:3) 

Tone 8 
v: Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline your ear!  (Ps. 44:9a)  

Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing: Tone 4  
The angels beheld the entrance of the Pure One and were amazed.//  
How has the Virgin entered into the Holy of Holies? 
Since she is a living Ark of God 
let no profane hand touch the Theotokos. 
But let the lips of believers unceasingly sing to her,  
praising her in joy with the angel’s song:// 
“Truly, you are more exalted than all, O pure Virgin!”  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  

(Ps. 148:1) 
I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord.  

(Ps. 115:4)  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


