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Monastic Martyr and Confessor Stephen 
the New of Mt. St. Auxentius, Martyrs 
Basil, Stephen, two Gregories, John, 
Andrew, Peter, Anna, and many others 
(767).

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul 
to the Ephesians (2:4–10)

Brethren, God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
(13:10–17) 

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 
Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. 
But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, 
you are loosed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and 
immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. But the ruler of 
the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on 
the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which 
men ought to work; therefore come and be healed on them, and not on 
the Sabbath day.” The Lord then answered him and said, “Hypocrite! 
Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from 
the stall, and lead it away to water it? So ought not this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think of it—for 
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?” And when 
He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the 
multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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The Nativity Fast has begun. This season prepares us for the Feast of the 
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. As the shop displays and catalogs are 
already warning us, Christmas is approaching fast. For the world around us, 
this means a frenzy of shopping, decorating, and partying. If we would truly 
enter into the blessings God has set before us, we need to be mindful of God 
for the gift of his Son and acting out of gratitude in every aspect of life. We 
observe the Nativity Fast by refraining from meat and rich foods, by prayer 
and confession, and giving to the needy. May we be blessed with peace! 

The cross is lit by Paul, Noah, and Donna Leonowich in loving memory of 
Helen Leonowich and Lee Bleck. May their memory be eternal! 
 And by Paul and Noah in prayer for the health of Donna 
Leonowich on her birthday. May God grant her many years! 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For those celebrating name days: Holy Apostle Andrew (Nov. 30). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Donna Leonowich, Nicholas Alecsandru, and 
Robin Seraphina Russell (Dec. 1). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg  
Jill (Zadar) Stephen (Rygiel) 
Margaret Irene  
Marian Cyprian and Dana  
Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Nov. 27 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Nov. 28 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Saturday, Dec. 4 Chrismation of Michael Pannone 4:30 PM

Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Dec. 5 Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Annual Parish Meeting

Saturday, Dec. 11 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Dec. 12 
Holy Forefathers

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Brotherhood of SS. Peter & Paul 
meeting

Saturday, Dec. 18 Parish Clean-Up Day 
The church needs some loving cleaning 
and beautification before Christmas. 
Please join us to prepare for the feast!

9 AM– 
Noon

Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Dec. 19 
Holy Fathers

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Thursday, Dec. 23 Vespers from the Eve of the Nativity 6 PM

Friday, Dec. 24 Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 4 PM

Saturday, Dec. 25 Liturgy of the Nativity of the Lord 9:30 AM

(No Vespers this evening)

Sunday, Dec. 26 Divine Liturgy—2nd Day of the Nativity 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 6 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb;  
the guards became as dead men. 
Mary stood by Your grave, 
seeking Your most pure body.  
You captured hell, not being tempted by it.  
You came to the Virgin, granting life. 
O Lord, Who rose from the dead,// 
glory to You.  

Tone 4 Troparion (Apostles Peter and Paul) 
O first-enthroned of the Apostles,  
teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world,//  
and to our souls great mercy!  

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Stephen the New) 
Trained in asceticism on the mountain, 
with the weapon of the Cross you destroyed the spiritual assaults of the 

hostile powers, O all-blessed one. 
Again you bravely prepared for combat 
and slew Coprónymus with the sword of faith;// 
for both struggles you have been crowned by God, monk-martyr Stephen of 

eternal memory.  

Tone 6 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, 
raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty hand,  
He bestowed resurrection on the human race.// 
He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all. 

Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostles Peter and Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifice,// 
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Tone 8 Kontakion (St. Stephen the New)  
Lovers of the feasts, from the heart with hymns let us praise in faith 
God-like Stephen, the lover of the Trinity, 
for he honored the fair icon of the Master and of His Mother. 
Now let us rejoice together and cry out to him with love://  
“Rejoice, ever-glorious Father!”  

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion — Steadfast Protectress  

Prokeimenon in the Sixth Tone (Resurrection) 
O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a)  
v: To You, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!    (Ps. 27:1a)  

Alleluia 
v: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of 

the heavenly God.  (Ps. 90:1)  
v: He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in Whom I 

trust.” (Ps. 90:2)  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  

(Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Notes on the Week 
The Monastic Martyr Stephen we celebrate today lived during the great crisis 
of Iconoclasm, resolved at last with the Restoration of Icons we 
commemorate with the Sunday of Orthodoxy during Lent. St. Stephen, 
abbot of a monastery on Mount Auxentius, taught the truth of icons 
courageously even as the Emperor Constantine Copronymous convened a 
council of bishops to decree that the veneration of icons was forbidden. The 
emperor, recognizing a dangerous foe, first tried to persuade, then bribe and 
finally exiled St. Stephen and his disciples. When St. Stephen continued even 
from exile, he was imprisoned along with 342 other elders who upheld the 
veneration of icons. At his trial, he took a coin with the imperial image and 
said if this image must be honored, how much more must we honor the 
image of the King of Heaven. St. Stephen’s witness was vindicated after his 
death, for we pray before the icon of that same King of Heaven today.


