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St. Spyridon the Wonderworker, Bishop 
of Tremithus (ca. 348). Ven. Therapont, 
Abbot of Monza (16th c.). Hieromartyr 
Alexander, Bishop of Jerusalem (251). 
Martyr Syndesis of Rome (270–275).

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to 
the Colossians (3:4–11) 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear 
with Him in glory. Therefore put to death your members which are on 
the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of 
God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves 
once walked when you lived in them. But now you yourselves are to put 
off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your 
mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man 
with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, where 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
(14:16–24) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “A certain man gave a great supper and 
invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who 
were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all with one 
accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a 
piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 
And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to 
test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant came and 
reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being 
angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and 
the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, 
and still there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled. For I say to you that none of those men who were invited 
shall taste my supper.’” 

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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During this Nativity Fast, as we prepare for the greatest gift this season—our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—we need to truly pause and reflect. We are 
called upon to examine our consciences and recognize how we fall short of 
the way of life Christ has set for us. For this reason, the Church of Christ 
calls each one of us to come during this season to Holy Confession and 
partake of that Mystery of forgiveness—before the Feast of the Nativity.  

Furthermore, our bishop has directed that each member elected to an 
office must go to Confession and Communion before being installed.  

But for all us, we need to make ready to receive the Lord in these few 
remaining weeks. As we would clean and make everything ready for an 
honored guest, so our souls are washed “whiter than snow” through 
participating in the Mystery of Confession. Come and see!  

We Ask Your Prayers 
For those celebrating name days: Daniel Veronick—Prophet Daniel (Dec. 17). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Stuart Sousa (Dec. 13). Elaine Stath (Dec. 14). 
Daniel Veronick (Dec. 16). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Priest Patrick (Burns) 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg  
Jill (Zadar) Stephen (Rygiel) 
Margaret Irene Veronica  
Marian Cyprian and Dana  
Nicole and Naaman Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Dec. 11 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Dec. 12 
Holy Forefathers

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Brotherhood of SS. Peter & Paul 
meeting

Saturday, Dec. 18 Parish Clean-Up Day 
The church needs some loving cleaning 
and beautification before Christmas. 
Please join us to prepare for the feast!

9 AM– 
Noon

Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Dec. 19 
Sunday before 
Nativity

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Thursday, Dec. 23 Vespers from the Eve of the Nativity 6 PM

At this service, we will prophecies from the Old 
Testament concerning our Savior’s birth.

Friday, Dec. 24 Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 4 PM

Saturday, Dec. 25 Liturgy of the Nativity of the Lord 9:30 AM

(No Vespers this evening)

Sunday, Dec. 26 Divine Liturgy—2nd Day of the Nativity 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Friday, Dec. 31 Prayer Service (Molieben) for the New 
Year

6 PM

Thanks so much to our large team of volunteers last Saturday, who 
cleaned the yard of the church of leaves and trash! 

Please remember that, if severe weather conditions force church service or 
event cancellations, announcements will be posted on WFSB (channel 3) 
and WNBC/WVIT (channel 30), as well as our website: sspeterpaul.org . 
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 8 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
You descended from on high, O Merciful One! 
You accepted the three day burial to free us from our sufferings!//  
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You!  

Tone 2 Troparion   (Forefathers) 
Through faith You justified the Forefathers,  
betrothing through them the Church of the gentiles.  
These saints exult in glory, 
for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit: 
she who bore You without seed.// 
So by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion  (Forefathers)  
You did not worship the graven image, 
O thrice-blessed ones, 
but armed with the immaterial Essence of God, 
you were glorified in a trial by fire. 
From the midst of unbearable flames you called on God, crying: “Hasten, O 
compassionate One! 
Speedily come to our aid,// 
for You are merciful and able to do as You will!”  

Prokeimenon in the Fourth Tone (Forefathers) 
Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is 

Your Name forever!  (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3) 
v: For You are just in all that You have done for us! (v. 4)  

Alleluia 
v: Moses and Aaron were among His priests; Samuel also was among those 

who called on His Name.  (Ps. 98:6)  
v: They called to the Lord and He answered them.  (Ps. 98:6)  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  (Ps. 148:1) 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just!  (Ps. 32:1)  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Notes on the Week 
Today marks the Sunday of the Forefathers, all those who trusted in the 
promise from the Lord that he would send the Messiah to restore his people. 
In the Liturgy of St. Basil, we call to mind how the Lord worked in the 
hearts of his faithful to prepare for the coming of Christ: “For you did not 
turn yourself away forever from your creature whom you had made, O Good 
One, nor did you forget the work of your hands. Through the tender 
compassion of your mercy, you visited him in various ways: you sent 
prophets; you performed mighty works by your saints, who in every 
generation were well- pleasing to you; you spoke to us through the mouths 
of your servants the prophets, foretelling to us the salvation which was to 
come....” Those prophets and saints are our spiritual forefathers and mothers. 
The Old Testament is our family history. It is not a glorious history: for 
every Daniel and David, there are a hundred false prophets and wicked 
kings, and ten thousand ungrateful and rebellious people who forget the 
promises and mighty works of the Lord. It is nonetheless a story we need to 
know by heart if we are to come to know the head of this family, Jesus 
Christ. So today is a call to us: to open the Bible and remind ourselves of 
Noah and Abraham (Genesis), David (1 Samuel — or 1 Kings in your 
Orthodox Study Bible) and Daniel (Book of Daniel). We need to recognize 
our own struggles to trust in the promises of the Lord and to live in 
expectation of his Coming Again. 

Tone 3 ( for the Forefathers, by Germanus)  
Come all who love the feast, 
let us praise in psalms the assembly of the Forefathers: Adam, our first 
Father, 
Enoch, Noah, Melchizedek, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; 
and those who came after the Law: 
Moses, Aaron, Joshua, 
Samuel and David, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel, 
and with them the Twelve Prophets: 
Elijah, Elisha, and all the rest, 
Zachariah and John the Baptist: 
all those who proclaimed Christ,// 
the Life and Resurrection of the human race! 


