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Martyr Boniface at Tarsus in Cilicia, and 
Righteous Aglæ of Rome (290). Martyrs Elias, 
Probus, and Ares in Cilicia (308). Martyrs 
Polyeuctus at Cæsarea in Cappadocia, and 
Timothy the Deacon in Mauretania (4th c.).

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. 
Matthew (1:1–25) 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah 
and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot 
Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab 
begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by 
Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot 
David the king.  
David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. 
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot 
Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot 
Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot 
Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon 
begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they 
were carried away to Babylon.  
And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and 
Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot 
Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot 
Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot 
Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband 
of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. 
So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, 
from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and 
from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.  
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child 
of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not 
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away 
secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” So all this was 
done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, 
and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with 
us.” Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she 
had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.

Welcome! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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During this Nativity Fast, as we prepare for the greatest gift this season—our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—we need to truly pause and reflect. We are 
called upon to examine our consciences and recognize how we fall short of 
the way of life Christ has set for us. For this reason, the Church of Christ 
calls each one of us to come during this season to Holy Confession and 
partake of that Mystery of forgiveness—before the Feast of the Nativity.  

Furthermore, our bishop has directed that each member elected to an 
office must go to Confession and Communion before being installed.  

The poinsettias at the Altar were donated by Ellen Uliase, in memory of her 
sister Kathleen Pedrolini.  

We Ask Your Prayers 
For the departed Paula Nichols—memory eternal! 
For those who have as their heavenly patron the Righteous Noah, Sarah, or 
Rebecca, Forebears of the Lord (Sunday before Nativity). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Melina Gabriella Milner (Dec. 25). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Priest Patrick (Burns) 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg  
Robert Hodges Patricia McFarland 
Jill (Zadar) Stephen (Rygiel) 
Margaret Irene Veronica  
Marian Svetlana Cyprian and Dana  
Nicole and Naaman Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Dec. 18 Parish Clean-Up Day 
The church needs some loving cleaning 
and beautification before Christmas. 
Please join us to prepare for the feast!

9 AM– 
Noon

Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 
(The service will be shared online)

5 PM

Sunday, Dec. 19 
Sunday before 
Nativity

Divine Liturgy 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Thursday, Dec. 23 Vespers from the Eve of the Nativity 6 PM

This service is meant to be celebrated with Divine 
Liturgy about midday on Christmas Eve. As a 
pastoral adaptation, we only celebrate the Vespers 
portion, on the evening before. This service 
features a number of Old Testament readings 
foretelling the birth of Jesus Christ.

Friday, Dec. 24 Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 4 PM

Saturday, Dec. 25 Liturgy of the Nativity of the Lord 9:30 AM

(No Vespers this evening)

Sunday, Dec. 26 Divine Liturgy—2nd Day of the Nativity 
(The service will be shared online)

9:30 AM

Friday, Dec. 31 Prayer Service (Molieben) for the New 
Year

6 PM

Thank you to everyone who has pledged to support our parish. If 
circumstances require a change in your pledge, please remember you can 
always confidentially speak with Fr. Joshua or the Parish Council President 
Donna Leonowich. Pledge forms do need to be submitted annually. 

Please remember that, if severe weather conditions force church service or 
event cancellations, announcements will be posted on WFSB (channel 3) 
and WNBC/WVIT (channel 30), as well as our website: sspeterpaul.org . 
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 8 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, 
while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure body, 
You rose on the third day, O Savior, 
granting life to the world. 
The powers of heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life:  
“Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! 
Glory to Your Kingdom! // 
Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!”  

Tone 2 Troparion   (Ancestors) 
Great are the accomplishments of faith, 
for the three Holy Youths rejoice in the fountain of flames as though 

in the waters of rest; 
and the Prophet Daniel appeared 
a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep.//  
So by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls!  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 1 Kontakion  (Ancestors)  
Rejoice, O Bethlehem! Prepare yourself, O Ephratha! 
The Lamb is on her way to give birth to the Chief Shepherd she  
 carries in her womb. 
The God-bearing Forefathers will rejoice, beholding Him, 
and with the shepherds, they will glorify the Virgin nursing Him. 

Prokeimenon in the Fourth Tone (Ancestors) 
Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is 

Your Name forever!  (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3) 
v: For You are just in all that You have done for us! (v. 4)  

Alleluia 
v: We have heard with our ears, O God, for our fathers have told us.  
 (Ps. 43:1a) 
v: For You have saved us from them that oppose us, and hast put to shame 

them that hate us.  (Ps. 43:8)  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!   

(Ps. 148:1) 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just!   

(Ps. 32:1)  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Notes on the Week 
The two Sundays before the Nativity of the Lord work in tandem to prepare 
us for the coming feast. Last Sunday commemorated the Holy Forefathers of 
the Old Covenant, who in each generation proclaimed the coming of Christ. 
This week commemorates the Ancestors of the Lord according to the flesh, 
the whole family tree in which Jesus, the Son of God, was born from the 
Virgin Mary and her betrothed husband Joseph. 

In the Gospel reading today, the Apostle and Evangelist Matthew traces the 
lineage of “Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Each of the 
these names is crucial to understanding who our Savior is. He is called Jesus, 
which means “God saves,” because the Son of God freely chose to make our 
broken human nature his own in order to save and restore us.  

“Christ” is a title which means “the Anointed One,” or the Messiah. The 
Christ is the figure identified throughout the Old Testament who will fulfill 
God’s promises. God sets apart through anointing prophets, priests and 
kings to lead his people. So Jesus is the Christ, a Prophet who proclaims the 
Way that leads surely to everlasting life; and he is the High Priest who makes 
a perfect offering—his own life—on behalf of all the people and leads us 
into a loving communion with God; and he is the King of kings whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 

Abraham and David are singled out from the lineage of Jesus because these 
are the two who God chooses to single out himself from all the Old 
Testament, giving each of them everlasting promises. Abraham was assured 
that his offspring would be a blessing to all nations. David received a promise 
that one of his heirs would sit upon the throne of Israel forever. Both of 
these promises come to fruition only in Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the 
Son of Abraham. 

We join the company of the Ancestors of the Lord and all our holy 
forefathers and foremothers who lived in faithful expectation for the coming 
of the Christ.


