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27th Sunday after Pentecost—Tone 2 
Second Day of the Feast of Nativity 
December 26, 2021 

Synaxis (Assembly) of the Most Holy 
Theotokos. Sunday after Nativity. Holy 
Righteous Ones: Joseph the Betrothed, 
David the King, and James the Brother 
of the Lord.

The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Galatians (1:11–19)

I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not 
according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it 
came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former 
conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and 
tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my 
contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the 
traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I 
might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh 
and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; 
but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then after three years I 
went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (2:13–23)
When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 
will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the 
young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was 
there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called 
My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise 
men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the 
male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two 
years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from 
the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying: “A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and 
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be 
comforted, because they are no more.” Now when Herod was dead, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.” Then he 
arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead 
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God 
in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

Christ is born! Glorify him! 
We rejoice that we are able to draw near to our God in faith and love. 
As we continue to reopen, please be understanding and patient with 
the parish and with each other. We ask that you follow all government 
directives: portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Reopen-CT . 

Please sign up to attend services: https://sspeterpaul.org/signup . 
Once you are on our attendance list, we do not need you to sign up 
again, but we do ask that you check your name off the list as you enter. 

For those who need to continue distancing, we have reserved the left-
hand side of the church with distancing markings. The right side and 
the choir area allows for households to stand closer together. 

Following state directives, you are free to handle items in church 
according to your own judgment. This includes service books, papers, 
candles and icons. We still follow COVID measures surrounding the 
distribution of Holy Communion, but please be prepared: we will 
revert to the traditional norms of Orthodox practice in coming weeks.
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With the Theophany and the Blessing of Water, in January, we enter the 
season of house blessings. Our homes need this spiritual “spring cleaning” 
each year to free them from the remembrance of sin and fill them with the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. All that is required is that you prepare a list of 
the living and departed that you wish to commemorate, and set up a candle 
and bowl of holy water before an icon. (Fr. Joshua brings holy water, too, in 
case anyone needs more.) Please sign up for a time on the sheets provided at 
the candle desk, or contact Fr. Joshua if none of the times are convenient. 

The poinsettias at the Altar were donated by Ellen Uliase, in memory of her 
sister Kathleen Pedrolini.  

The Cross is lit today by Sarah Massaro in memory of her brother, Paul 
Nichols. May his memory be eternal! 

We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all those who have as their heavenly patron the Holy Righteous 
Ones Joseph the Betrothed or David the King (Sunday after Nativity). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Linda Craig (Dec. 26). Anita Propheter and 
Robert Barra (Dec. 31). 
For Priest James Parnell, deployed with his company to East Africa until 2022. 
For those suffering from the coronavirus, physicians, nurses and all 
working in hospitals and public health. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
William (Derrig)—cousin of Sarah Massaro 
Corey (Knap)—nephew of Valentina Knap, recovering from a serious accident 
Alexander (Mankevich)—Alzheimer’s Disease 
William (Weidmann)—husband of Adrian, suffering from a chronic immune 

condition similar to multiple sclerosis 
Adrian (Weidmann)—healing after breaking her leg  
Robert Hodges Patricia McFarland 
Jill (Zadar) Paul (Leonowich) 
Margaret Irene Veronica  
Marian Svetlana Cyprian and Dana  
Nicole and Naaman Helen and Helene 
For Our Shut-Ins:  
Yvonne (Rutcho) Jennie (Padick) Anna (Belejack) 
Margaret (Savchik) Ann (Kreshik) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

If you would like to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in 
church, please contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-284-0856.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to participate in our services via YouTube or online 
meeting software. Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Dec. 25 Liturgy of the Nativity of the Lord 9:30 AM

(No Vespers this evening)

Sunday, Dec. 26 Divine Liturgy—2nd Day of the Nativity 9:30 AM

The days following Christmas are devoted to the joy 
of the feast, and are free from fasting until the eve of 
Theophany—Jan. 5.

Friday, Dec. 31 Prayer Service (Molieben) for the New 
Year

6 PM

Saturday, Jan. 1 Great Vespers, followed by Confession 5 PM

Sunday, Jan. 2 Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM

We will bless pledges of support for 
2022 at the conclusion of the service.

Wed., Jan 5 Eve of the Theophany of the Lord: 
Great Vespers, Great Blessing of Water

6 PM

Thursday, Jan. 6 Divine Liturgy of the Theophany of the 
Lord

9:30 AM

The Feast of the Theophany (“manifestation as 
God”) of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
celebrates that, when our Lord was baptized in the 
Jordan, the Holy Spirit descended upon him and 
the Father proclaimed that Jesus was his Only-
Begotten Son. Though in America it is 
overshadowed by Christmas, the Theophany is at 
least as important to us as Christians. As part of 
the feast, we have the Great Blessing of Water, 
which recalls all the ways God has worked 
salvation through water, culminating in the Lord’s 
baptism—which points to his descent into death 
and rising on the third day.

Please remember that, if conditions force church service or event 
cancellations, announcements will be posted on WFSB (channel 3) and 
WNBC/WVIT (channel 30), as well as on our website: sspeterpaul.org . 
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Hymns of the Day 
Tone 8 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, 
while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure body, 
You rose on the third day, O Savior, 
granting life to the world. 
The powers of heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life:  
“Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! 
Glory to Your Kingdom! // 
Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!”  

Tone 4  Troparion (Feast) 
Your Nativity, O Christ our God,  
has shone to the world the light of wisdom!  
For by it, those who worshipped the stars,  
were taught by a star to adore You,  
the Sun of Righteousness,  
and to know You, the Orient from on high.//  
O Lord, glory to You! 

Tone 2  Troparion (Righteous Ones) 
Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph, 
to David, the ancestor of God; 
you have seen a Virgin great with child; 
and you gave glory with the shepherds; 
you worshipped with the Magi, 
and received the news from the Angel.// 
Pray to Christ God to save our souls!    

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
Tone 3 Kontakion (Righteous Ones) 

Today godly David is filled with joy; 
Joseph and James offer praise. 
The glorious crown of their kinship with Christ fills them with great joy. 
They sing praises to the One ineffably born on earth,// 
and they cry out: “O Compassionate One, save those who honor You!” 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 3  Kontakion  (Feast) 
Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One, 
and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One! 
Angels with shepherds glorify Him! 
The wise men journey with the star,// 
since for our sake the eternal God was born as a little Child! 

Prokeimenon in the Second Tone (Resurrection) 
The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has become my salvation.  

(Ps. 117:14)  
v: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death. 

(Ps. 117:18)  
Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Righteous Ones) 

God is wonderful in His saints, / the God of Israel.  (Ps. 67:35a)  

Alleluia 
v: May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of 

Jacob protect you!  (Ps. 19:1)  
v: Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!  (Ps. 19:9)  

Tone 4 
v: Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness!  (Ps. 131:1) 

(Instead of “It is truly meet…,” we sing:) 
Magnify, O my soul, the most pure Virgin Theotokos,  
more honorable and more glorious than the heavenly hosts. 
I behold a strange, most glorious mystery:  
heaven—the cave;  
the cherubic throne—the Virgin;  
the manger—the place where Christ lay: 
the uncontainable God, Whom we magnify in song. 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!   

(Ps. 148:1) 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just!   

(Ps. 32:1)  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


