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Welcome! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
TodaysÕs hymns and responses are printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

On the Holy Unmercenaries Cyrus and John 
Saint Cyrus was a noted physician in the city of Alexandria, where he had 
been born and raised. He was a Christian and he treated the sick without 
charge, not only curing their bodily affl ictions, but also healing their spiritual 
infirmities. He would say, ÒWhoever wishes to avoid being ill should refrain 
from sin, for sin is often the cause of bodily illness.Ó Preaching the Gospel, 
the holy physician converted many pagans to Christ. During the persecution 
by Diocletian (284-305), Saint Cyrus withdrew into Arabia, where he 
became a monk. He continued to heal people by his prayer, having received 
from God the gift  to heal every sickness. 

In the city of Edessa at this time lived the soldier John, a pious Christian. 
When the persecution started, he went to Jerusalem and there he heard 
about Saint Cyrus. He began to search for him, going first to Alexandria and 
then to Arabia. When Saint John finally found Saint Cyrus, he remained 
with him and became his faithful follower. 

They learned of the arrest of the Christian woman Athanasia and her three 
young daughters. Theoctiste was fifteen; Theodota, thirteen; and Eudoxia, 
eleven. Saints Cyrus and John hastened to the prison to help them. They 
were concerned that faced with torture, the women might renounce Christ. 
Saints Cyrus and John gave them courage to endure.  

Learning of this, the ruler of the city arrested Saints Cyrus and John, and 
seeing their steadfast and fearless confession of faith in Christ, he brought 
Athanasia and her daughters to witness their torture. The tyrant did not 
refrain from any form of torture against the holy martyrs. The women were 
not frightened by the sufferings of Saints Cyrus and John, but courageously 
continued to confess Christ. Th ey were flogged and then beheaded, receiving 
their crowns of martyrdom. 

At the same place they executed the Holy Unmercenaries Cyrus and John. 
Christians buried their bodies in the church of the holy Evangelist Mark in 
Canopa, near Alexandria in Egypt. 

On June 28, we commemorate the translation (or transfer) of their relics to 
the nearby village of Manuphin in the year 412. Patriarch Cyril (412Ð444) 
responded to a vision from Lord commanding the venerable relics of Saints 
Cyrus and John be transferred to this village, which long had been afflicted 
by demons. He built a church at Manuphin in the name of the holy martyrs. 
From that time this place was purified of the EnemyÕs influence, and by the 
prayers of the holy Martyrs Cyrus and John there began to occur many mira-
cles, healings of the sick and infirm.
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We Ask Your Prayers 
Deacon Christopher Meholick, husband of Kira and son-in-law of Virginia  
Lukashevich fell asleep in the Lord last week. Condolences may be sent to 
Kira at 214 Grant St, Reynoldsville PA 15851. May his memory be eternal! 

For those who have as their heavenly patron one of the Leaders of the 
Apostles, Peter & Paul (June 29) or St. John of Shanghai & San Francisco 
(July 2). 

For those celebrating birthdays: Nathan Pannone on June 28. Elias Mosher on 
June 29. Mary Jane Rogers on July 2. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)	 Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak)	  
Corey (Knap)ÑValentinaÕs nephew	 SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys  	 
SusanÑRobyn LevesqueÕs mother      	 Timothy, William, and Susan (Waas)	  
Robert (Barra)	 William (Weidmann)	  
Gregory (Mankevich) 	 Raisa (Morosan) 	  
Anita (Propheter)	 Rosemary (Delaney)	  
Steven (Rygiel)	 Catherine (Barra)	  
Raisa (Fahy)	 Shawnna (Kelly)	  
Ellen (Uliase)	 Bill (Shallah)	  
Stacia (Mihaly)	 Helen (Barone) 
Gabriella	 Irene 	  
Lorraine	 Jacob	  
Katelyn	 Joseph	  
Crystal	 Angela	  
Georgiy	 Larissa	  
Valentin	 Andrei	  
Jose		 Gary 
Barrie	 Cyprian and Dana	  
Nicole and Naaman	 Helen and Helene 

For Our Shut-Ins: 	       
Yvonne (Rutcho) 	 Margaret (Savchik)	 Barbara (Searles)

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Upcoming Events in Parish Life

We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Visit our 
website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, June 27 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, June 28 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Sisterhood elections

Sunday, June 28 Vigil: Apostles Peter & Paul 5 PM

Monday, June 29 Divine Liturgy for our Patronal Feast of the 
Apostles Peter & Paul

9:30 AM

Refreshments aft erward

Wednesdays Daily Matins 8 AM

Saturday, July 4 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 5 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Wed., July 9 Parish Council 6:30 PM

Sunday, July 12 Parish Festivities in Honor of our patrons, 
Apostles Peter & Paul

Prophet Elijah Blessing of Vehicles 
We practice this blessing as a celebration of the Prophet 
Elijah, who was carried up to heaven in a fi ery chariot. 
(You can fi nd the account in the Bible: 2[4] Kings 2:1Ð
14.) On a Sunday close to St. ElijahÕs feast (July 20), we 
go out from the church to our vehicles to pray that the 
Lord would keep us safe as we travel.

Ephraim Mosher will start at St. VladimirÕs Orthodox Theological Sem-
inary this fall! The seminary has committed to match the parish contribu-
tion toward his tuition. We will be collecting free-will offerings from our 
parish from June 21 to July 5. Online donations may be made here: 
https://sspeterpaul.org/seminarian. If writing a check, please make it 
payable to SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, with Seminary in the memo. 
Your support of our new seminarian is very welcome! 

Our parish Charity Fund offers financial aid to help children attend 
Diocesan camps. We strongly support this opportunity to build up our 
childrenÕs faith and especially to enable them to make Orthodox friends 
across the diocese. If you would like to support participation in Youth Rally, 
please contribute to our Charity Fund. 
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Hymns at Vespers and Matins 

Tone 3 Troparion 	  (Resurrection) 
Let the heavens rejoice! 
Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 
He has trampled down death by death. 
He has become the first born of the dead. 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
and has granted to the world// 
great mercy. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

Tone 5 Troparion	 (Saints Cyrus & John) 
O Christ God, 
You have given us the miracles of Your martyrs Cyrus and John, 
as an invincible rampart; 
through their prayers frustrate the plans of the heathens, 
and strengthen the faith of the Orthodox Christians, // 
for You alone are good and love mankind. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 5 Resurrectional Dismissal Th eotokion 
Rejoice, Impassable Gate of the Lord! 
Rejoice, Wall and Protection of those who run to you! 
Rejoice, Unshakable Refuge! 
Rejoice, you who knew not wedlock, 
who gave birth in the flesh to your Creator and God!// 
Do not cease praying for those who praise and worship your Son! 

Hymns at the Divine Liturgy 

Tone 3 Troparion 	  (Resurrection) 
Let the heavens rejoice! 
Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 

He has trampled down death by death. 
He has become the first born of the dead. 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
and has granted to the world// 
great mercy. 

Tone 2 Troparion 	  (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O first-enthroned of the Apostles, 
teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world, // 
and to our souls great mercy! 

Tone 5 Troparion	 (Saints Cyrus & John) 
O Christ God, 
You have given us the miracles of Your martyrs Cyrus and John, 
as an invincible rampart; 
through their prayers frustrate the plans of the heathens, 
and strengthen the faith of the Orthodox Christians, // 
for You alone are good and love mankind. 

Tone 3 Kontakion 	  (Resurrection) 
On this day You rose from the tomb, O Merciful One, 
leading us from the gates of death. 
On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 
with the Prophets and Patriarchs// 
they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Your power. 

Tone 2 Kontakion 	 (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling  

sacrifice, // 
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  



Tone 3 Kontakion	 (Saints Cyrus & John) 
Having received the gift  of miracles through divine grace, O saints, 
you work wonders in the world unceasingly. 
You remove all of our passions through your invisible surgery, 
divinely-wise Cyrus and glorious John,// 
for you are truly divine physicians. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion	 Steadfast Protectress 

Before the Epistle: Prokeimenon in Tone 3 (Resurrection) 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing 

praises! (Ps. 46:6) 

Verse:	 Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of 
joy! (Ps. 46:1) 

Th e Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul  
to the Romans (6:18Ð23) 

Brethren, having been set free from sin, you became slaves of 
righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the weakness 
of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of 
uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, 
so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for 
holiness. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard 
to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of 
which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 
But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves 
of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting 
life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Alleluia before the Gospel 
Verse: 	 In You, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! 

(Ps. 30:1a) 

Verse: 	 Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save 
me! (Ps. 30:2b) 

Th e Reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew 
(8:5Ð13) 

At that time, when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion 
came to him, pleading with him, saying, ÒLord, my servant is 
lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.Ó And Jesus said 
to him, ÒI will come and heal him.Ó The centurion answered and 
said, ÒLord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof. 
But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I also 
am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to 
this one, ÔGo,Õ and he goes; and to another, ÔCome,Õ and he comes; 
and to my servant, ÔDo this,Õ and he does it.Ó When Jesus heard it, 
he marveled, and said to those who followed, ÒAssuredly, I say to 
you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! And I 
say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But 
the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. 
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.Ó Then Jesus said to 
the centurion, ÒGo your way; and as you have believed, so let it 
be done for you.Ó And his servant was healed that same hour. 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  

(Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


