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at Nicomedia (ca. 305).

Welcome! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
TodaysÕs hymns and responses are printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

St. Jacob of Alaska 
Father Jacob Netsvetov of Alaska was born of pious parents in 1802 on Atka 
Island, Alaska. His father, Yegor VasilÕevich Netsvetov was a Russian from 
Tobolsk. His mother, Maria Alekseevna, was an Aleut from Atka island. In 
1825, he married a Russian woman (perhaps also a Creole) named Anna 
Simeonovna, and on October 31, 1826, he was ordained to the Holy Diaconate 
and assigned to serve the altar of the Holy Trinity-Saint Peter Church in 
Irkutsk. On March 4, 1828, Archbishop Michael, who had earlier ordained 
Father John Veniaminov (Saint Innocent), elevated the godly deacon Jacob 
to the Holy Priesthood.! 

Archbishop Michael provided Father Jacob with two antimensia: one for the 
new Church dedicated to the glory of God in honor of Saint Nicholas the 
Wonderworker in Atka, and one to be used for missionary activity. On May 
1, 1828 a molieben for travelers was served, and Father Jacob, his father, 
Yegor, (tonsured as reader for the Atka Church), and his matushka, Anna, 
set out for Alaska. The Atka ÒparishÓ covered 2,000 miles and included 
Amchitka, Attu, Copper, Bering and Kurile Islands. Showing himself as a 
Òrule of faith,Ó his example brought his people to a deep commitment to 
their own salvation. Fully bilingual and bicultural, Father Jacob was uniquely 
blessed by God to care for the souls of his fellow Alaskans. 

Father Netsvetov led an active life. He labored over the creation of an ade-
quate alphabet for the Unangan-Aleut language, and the translation of the 
Holy Scriptures and other appropriate literature into that language. Saint 
Innocent praised the young pastor for his holiness of life, his teaching, and 
for continuing this work of translating which he, himself, had begun earlier 
among the native peoples. 

In 1844, Saint Innocent appointed Father Jacob to head the new Kvikhpak 
Mission in order to bring the light of Christ to the people of the Yukon. He 
learned new languages, embraced new peoples and cultures, devised another 
alphabet, built another church and Orthodox community, and for the next 
twenty years, until his health and eyesight failed, continued to be an evangel-
ical beacon of the grace of God in southwestern Alaska. 

He reposed on July 26, 1864 in Sitka. Few missionaries in history have had to 
endure the hardships which Father Jacob faced, yet he did so with patience 
and humility. His life of faith and piety are the legacy which he leaves to us, 
his spiritual children in America, and indeed to all Christians throughout 
the world.  

Watch over us also, O Father Jacob, that by your intercessions Christ may 
save our souls!
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Helen HusenitaÕs 100th year birthday card is available for all to sign. As we did 
for Margaret Savchik, we hope to gather 100 signatures for HelenÕs milestone. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For those celebrating birthdays: Michael Panico on July 27. Helen Barone and 
Sarah Massaro on July 30. Matthew Hunt on Aug. 1. 

For those celebrating anniversaries: Andrew & Mary Jane Rogers on July 31. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)	  
Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak)	  
Corey (Knap)ÑValentinaÕs nephew	  
SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys  	  
SusanÑRobyn LevesqueÕs mother      	  
Timothy, William, and Susan (Waas)	 Robert (Barra)	  
William (Weidmann)	 Gregory (Mankevich) 	  
Raisa (Morosan) 	 Anita (Propheter)	  
Rosemary (Delaney)	 Steven (Rygiel)	 
Catherine (Barra)	 Raisa (Fahy)	  
Shawnna (Kelly)	 Ellen (Uliase)	  
Bill (Shallah)	 Stacia (Mihaly) 
Helen (Barone)	 Gabriella	 
Irene 	 Lorraine	  
Jacob	 Katelyn	  
Joseph	 Crystal	  
Angela	 Georgiy	  
Larissa	 Valentin	  
Andrei	 Gary	  
Jose		 Barrie	  
Cyprian and Dana	 Nicole and Naaman	 Helen and Helene 

For Our Shut-Ins: 	       
Yvonne (Rutcho) 	 Margaret (Savchik)	 Barbara (Searles)

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https: ||sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Upcoming Events in Parish Life

We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Visit our 
website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, July 25 Chrismation of John Tinelli 3:30 PM

Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 26 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Installation of Sisterhood Offi cers

Fr. Joshua will be visiting family from the evening of 
July 26 through August 3. In case of pastoral emergency 
during his absence please, contact Donna Leonowich.

Wednesdays Daily Matins 8 AM

August 1Ð14 Dormition Fast

Saturday, August 1 ReaderÕs Vespers 5 PM

Sunday, August 2 Matins and Divine LiturgyÑFr. Michael 
Westerberg presides in place of Fr. Joshua

9 AM

Tuesday, Aug. 5 Great Vespers at Holy Transfi guration,  
285 Alden Ave., New Haven

6 PM

Wed., Aug. 6 Divine Liturgy of the Transfi guration of the 
LordÑHoly Transfi guration, New Haven

9 AM

On Aug. 6, we celebrate the Transfi guration of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when he took the disciples Peter, James and 
John to Mount Tabor and there manifested his divine 
glory to them, as far as they could bear it. Th e disciples 
saw Moses and Elijah standing with the Lord, and they 
heard the voice of the Father saying, ÒTh is is my beloved 
Son. Listen to him.Ó

Fr. Joshua has been asked to preside at these services, 
and all are encouraged to come and celebrate the feast.

Saturday, August 8 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, August 9 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Friday, Aug. 14 Vigil of the Dormition of the Th eotokos, 
with the blessing of flowers

6 PM

Saturday, Aug. 15 Divine LiturgyÑDormition of the 
Theotokos, with the blessing of flowers

9:30 AM
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Hymns at Vespers and Matins 

Tone 7 Troparion 	  (Resurrection) 
By Your Cross You destroyed death. 
To the thief You opened Paradise. 
For the Myrrhbearers You changed weeping into joy. 
And You commanded Your disciples, O Christ God, 
to proclaim that You are risen, || 
granting the world great mercy. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

Tone 4 Troparion	 (St. Jacob) 
O righteous Father Jacob, 
adornment of Atka and the Yukon Delta; 
you off ered yourself as a living sacrifice 
to bring light to a searching people. 
Off spring of Russian America, 
flower of brotherly unity, 
healer of sickness and terror of demons: 
O Holy Father Jacob, || 
pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved! 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 4 Resurrectional Dismissal Th eotokion 
Th e mystery of all eternity, 
unknown even by Angels, 
through you, Th eotokos, is revealed to those on earth: 
God incarnate by union without confusion. 
He voluntarily accepted the Cross for us, 
by which He resurrected the first-created man, || 
saving our souls from death. 

Hymns at the Divine Liturgy 

Tone 7 Troparion 	 (Resurrection) 
By Your Cross You destroyed death. 
To the thief You opened Paradise. 

For the Myrrhbearers You changed weeping into joy. 
And You commanded Your disciples, O Christ God, 
to proclaim that You are risen, || 
granting the world great mercy. 

Tone 4 Troparion	(St. Jacob) 
O righteous Father Jacob, 
adornment of Atka and the Yukon Delta; 
you off ered yourself as a living sacrifice 
to bring light to a searching people. 
Off spring of Russian America, 
flower of brotherly unity, 
healer of sickness and terror of demons: 
O Holy Father Jacob, || 
pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved! 

Tone 7 Kontakion 	  (Resurrection) 
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, 
for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers. 
Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry: 
ÒThe Savior has come to those in faith; || 
enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!Ó 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

Tone 3 Kontakion	 (St. Jacob) 
O Holy Father Jacob, 
teacher of the knowledge of God, 
you revealed your love for your people, 
taking up your cross and following Christ, 
enduring hardships like the Apostle Paul. 
Pray on our behalf to Christ our God || 
to grant us great mercy! 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 



Tone 6 Kontakion	 Steadfast Protectress 

Before the Epistle: Prokeimenon in Tone 7 (Resurrection) 
The Lord shall give strength to His people. | The Lord shall bless 

His people with peace. (Ps. 28:11) 

! :	 Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God! Offer young rams to 
the Lord! (Ps. 28:1a) 

Tone 7 Prokeimenon (St. Jacob) 
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord | and shall hope in Him. 

(Ps. 63:11a) 

Th e Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul 
to the Philippians (3:7Ð14) 

Brethren, what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss 
for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, 
which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know 
Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, 
I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have 
already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I 
may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of 
me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Alleluia before the Gospel 
! : 	It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Your 

Name, O Most High. (Ps. 91:1) 

! : 	To declare Your mercy in the morning, and Your truth by 
night. (Ps. 91:2a) 

! : 	Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in 
His commandments. (Ps. 111:1) 

Th e Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 
(10:29Ð31, 42Ð45)  

The Lord said to his disciples: ÒAssuredly, I say to you, there is no 
one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospelÕs, who 
shall not receive a hundredfold now in this timeÑhouses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 
persecutionsÑand in the age to come, eternal life. But many who 
are first will be last, and the last first.Ó Jesus called his disciples to 
Himself and said to them, ÒYou know that those who are consid-
ered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; 
but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your 
servant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of 
all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.Ó  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  

(Ps. 148:1) 
Th e righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not 

fear evil tidings! (Ps. 111:6) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


