Glory to God for All Things!
The fo!owing is a part of the Akathist we sing on Thanksgiving Day. Come and see!
Everlasting King, your will for our salvation is full of
power. Your right arm controls the whole course of
human life. We give you thanks for all your mercies,
seen and unseen; for eternal life, for the heavenly
joys of the Kingdom which is to be. Grant mercy to
us who sing your praise: Glory to you, O God, unto
ages of ages.
I was born a weak, defenseless child, but your angel
spread his wings over my cradle to defend me. From
birth until now your love has illumined my path, and
has wondrously guided me towards the light of eternity; from birth until now the generous gifts of your
providence have been marvelously showered upon
me. I give you thanks, with all who have come to
know you, who call upon your name:
Glory to you for calling me into being.
Glory to you, showing me the beauty of the universe.
Glory to you, spreading out before me heaven and
earth like the pages in a book of eternal wisdom.
Glory to you for your eternity in this fleeting world.
Glory to you for your mercies, seen and unseen.
Glory to you through every sigh of my sorrow.
Glory to you for every step of my life’s journey, for
every moment of glory.
Glory to you, O God, unto ages of ages!

Rector’s Letter,
November, 2021
Dear brothers and sisters:
We are made to be a thanksgiving people. God
created all things and called them good, and He
crowned His creation with human beings, who are
able to return an oﬀering of thanks “on behalf of all
and for all,” as we say every Divine Liturgy. We can
give thanks for the sunshine and the stars of heaven.
We can give thanks for the earth and the seas. We
can give thanks for the trees and every green thing.
We can give thanks for all animals. And we can give
thanks for each other. This is the great work which
angels cannot fulfill, but in which small children
take part. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the one perfect
human being, has made on the Cross the perfect offering of thanks to God the Father, and the Good
News is that we can share in that Great Thanksgiving every Divine Liturgy. “Let us give thanks to the
Lord!” “It is meet and right ….” “Remembering all
these things which have come to pass for us, the
Cross, the Tomb, the Resurrection on the third day
… Your own of Your own we oﬀer to You, on behalf
of all and for all — We praise You, we bless you, we
give thanks to You, and we pray to You, O our God!”
When we make giving thanks our way of life, it
changes us and the world around us. It gives new
meaning to everything that happens and everything
we do. For those who fail to give thanks, existence is
a torment, full of all the moments we didn’t get our

due, the struggles to get even, the grinding fight to
grab enough to keep going. Our patron the Apostle
Paul rebukes those who, “although they knew God,
they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful,
but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened” (Rom 1:20–21). Being ungrateful is a failure to be truly human, wasting our
lives and spreading darkness and misery.
Giving thanks does not mean that suddenly bad
things pass us by, but it does mean that we are not
slaves to good fortune. We find joy in
the gift of life itself,
even in the midst of
suﬀering, and we
trust that God who
has given us every
good thing also has a
purpose to bring
good even out of evil
circumstances.
Remember the
story of Joseph, who
was sold into slavery by his brothers and so was
brought into a position to save both Egypt and his
whole family from years of famine. In the end, he
told his brothers: “Do not be afraid, for am I in the
place of God? But as for you, you meant evil against
me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it
about as it is this day, to save many people alive.
Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for
you and your little ones” (Genesis 50.19–21). This
trust in the goodness of God is at the heart of giving
thanks.

We look forward with joy to the Reception of
Michael Pannone into Orthodoxy on Saturday,
Dec. 4, at 4:30—just before Great Vespers that day.
Our annual parish meeting will take place after
the Liturgy on Sunday, Dec. 5, this year. As we have
done earlier this year, we will make it possible for
people to participate fully via Zoom. Use the same
connection information listed on our website:
https://sspeterpaul.org/praying

We now accept donations online! We are using
Square Online to receive all standard forms of payment. The page allows donations of any amount,
and can set recurring contributions for your convenience. Learn more on our donations page: https://
sspeterpaul.org/donate .
Our services in the temple are streamed via
Facebook and Youtube. You can most easily find
them on our website: https://sspeterpaul.org/media .

We are grateful for your support of our Charity Fundraising Luncheon last month. We were
able to raise $1,000 for the Charity Fund that day!
As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, our
church is organizing deliveries of Thanksgiving
dinners and other food stocks for neighborhood
families in need. Deliveries will take place on Sunday, Nov. 21. Thanks to your generosity, the Charity
Fund is able to purchase all the supplies for these
deliveries. We ask that you contribute to the
Charity Fund this Thanksgiving, out of gratitude to God and concern for those less fortunate.
We encourage the whole parish to get involved in organizing and making our Thanksgiving deliveries on
Sunday, Nov. 21, but in
particular our families.
M. Jenny Mosher will
be sending out materials to help prepare our
children for the day,
which is also the Feast
of the Entry of the
Theotokos into the
Temple.
We will observe
Thanksgiving Day with
the Akathist Service, “Glory to God for all
things,” on Thurs., Nov. 25, at 10 AM. This simple
yet profound service is not long, but it does give
thanks for every aspect of creation. Consider making it part of your own Thanksgiving.

Trust and giving thanks is the key to understanding the Scriptures as well. Our Lord, having risen
from the dead, appeared to two of His disciples on
the road to Emmaus and opened the Scriptures to
them, showing how Moses and all the prophets
taught that Christ would suﬀer and die and so “enter
into His glory” (Luke 24.13–35). So it is “meet and
right” for us to give thanks that God prepared our
salvation from the very beginning, and that He has
prepared for each one of us a place at the great
Wedding Banquet. We can recognize that all the

complicated threads of our lives are in the hands of
the Master Craftsman who does not make junk.
We can give thanks for the story of our fathers
and mothers, who brought us into the world and
who provided for us; the story of founding of our
parish and the establishment of the awe-inspiring
house of God in which we now worship; even the
story of the founding and preservation of our nation. We also give thanks for the good turns we have

received: friends, marriages, children, health, wealth
or happy experiences. Our parish can give thanks for
all those who give of themselves to serve the church.
All of these are blessings from God.
So let us take joy in Thanksgiving Day. It is the
most sacred of civic holidays. Embrace it as part of
our Christian ministry, inspiring us to give thanks to
God every day. We can follow the teaching of the
Apostle Paul:
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say,
rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to all
men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for
nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.
May the peace of God enter into our lives more and
more, with thanksgiving.
Yours in Christ,

Around the Parish
Everyone soon should be receiving a Stewardship
Packet for 2022 in the mail. Please read it through
carefully and consider how to faithfully respond. We
rely on your support to carry out the work God has
entrusted to us.
The Nativity Fast begins on Nov. 15, to prepare
us for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. We observe the Nativity Fast by refraining
from meat and rich foods, by prayer and confession,
and by giving to the needy. May we be blessed with
peace!
On Nov. 21, we celebrate Entry of the Theotokos
and Ever-Virgin Mary into the Temple. We join
with Joachim and Anna in giving thanks for the Virgin Mary, brought into the Temple with joy. Through
their oﬀering, the
child Mary was
raised up to become a temple
and dwellingplace for God the
Word—Jesus
Christ our Lord.
This year, the
feast lands on a
Sunday, so we will
observe it as part
of our usual
weekend services.

