
SS. Peter & Paul  
Orthodox Church 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday 

On Super Bowl Sunday, February 12, 2023, we will 
host our special “Souper Bowl” luncheon after  
Divine Liturgy. 
“Take away” soups will be sold and delivered to 
Shut-Ins. Fill your freezer with homemade soups for 
the winter months, and the upcoming Lenten Fast. 
To place your order in advance, please complete the 
form below and return it to Donna Leonowich, 557 
Busk Court, Cheshire, CT  06410 by Feb. 5 or call 
203.250.9028.  Please make checks payable to  
SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church.   

_____Winter Borscht (Meat) _____Lentil Soup

_____Chicken Noodle _____Vegetable

_____Split Pea with Ham _____Broccoli

_____Cabbage and Kielbasi 

The cost is $5.00/pint; $10/Quart.  

Amount Due  $__________________

Your Name          

Your Phone Number

THANK YOU!

Rector’s Letter, 
January, 2023 
Dear brothers and sisters:
We have a dangerous habit of dividing the universe 
in two: this part belongs to us, and that part belongs 
to God. There is this life, which is exciting, full of 
concrete pleasures (and pains!); and then there is 
“the afterlife,” something rather misty and distant. 
God reigns far above us, with his angels and saints, 
but down here we have to adjust his commands to 
fit more ordinary and pressing demands. Heaven 
may be full of light, but we have to live among shad-
ows.
The feast of Theophany on Jan. 6 shows us how very 
wrong this idea is. In reality, heaven is not far from 
us at all. St. John the Forerunner prepares the way of 
the Lord by preaching “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2), and after being 
baptized in the Jordan, our Lord Jesus Christ 
preached with exactly the same words (Matthew 
4:17). 
Heaven and earth, God and Man are united in the 
very body of Jesus Christ, and he has come to unite 
us to the same heavenly reality — now, in this life! 
That’s what repentance means for us, to turn back 
to the Lord to be made clean, forgiven, and healed. 
Because if the kingdom of heaven is at hand, then 
God is in our midst, and to refuse to turn back to-
ward him is to choose to turn our back on him!



We can only imagine that God and his kingdom are 
distant if we blind ourselves to his appearance. 
“Theophany” means the appearance, the shining 
forth of God, and we hear, in the festal troparion—

When you, O Lord, were baptized in the Jordan,  
the worship of the Trinity was made manifest.  
For the voice of the Father bore witness to you,  
calling you his Beloved Son;  
and the Spirit in the form of a dove  
con!rmed the truthfulness of His word.  
O Christ our God, you have revealed yourself,  
and have enlightened the world, glory to you! 

Bethlehem and 
Nazareth, Jordan 
and Galilee: these 
are in some sense 
ordinary places 
where God ap-
peared in the flesh. 
And since God has 
appeared, the light 
that shone from 
him makes those 
ordinary places ex-
traordinary. For 
those “who have 
loved his appear-
ing” (2 Timothy 

4:8), these are all signs of the nearness of the Day of 
the Lord, or windows letting the light shine on us 
from the kingdom of heaven. 
We only have one life, and we can only belong to 
one kingdom. We are free to devote ourselves to 

Souper 
Bowl 

On Super Bowl Sunday, February 12, 2023, SS. Peter 
& Paul Orthodox Church will once again host a spe-
cial “Souper Bowl” luncheon after Divine Liturgy.  
The lunch will include an assortment of: 

Homemade Soups
Salad
Breads
Dessert and Beverages

The cost is $10.00 per person.  Children under 12 
are free. In addition, “take away” containers of soup 
will be available $5.00 small (pint); $10.00 large 
(quart).  
Fill your freezer with homemade soups for the win-
ter months and upcoming Lenten Fast.
You may pre-order soups or purchase them at the 
luncheon on Feb. 12.  Home deliveries will be pro-
vided.  
If you have questions, or to place an order, please 
contact Donna Leonowich 203.250.9028.

Thank you. 



SS. Peter & Paul  
Brotherhood Society  

 

BACK!	
	Covid	is	Over!		

Time	for	a	Boost	of	ENERGY!	

Saturday,	January	28,	2023	

Time	–	5:00	pm	Vespers	

6:00	pm	Dinner	

Come	Hungry	–	Bring	a	Guest!	

RSVP	to	Leon611@cox.net	or	

203-676-2459	

other fleeting, shadowy concerns. Or we can live as 
those who look for signs of God’s appearing, and 
who rejoice in his presence. 

Yours in Christ,

Around the Parish 
Thank you to everyone who worked faithfully to 
prepare for the celebration of the Nativity of Our 
Lord: cleaning and decorating the church, all the 
aspects of our Christmas flowers, our choir, our altar 
servers, and all the details attended to behind the 
scenes. May the Lord bless you.
We begin January with the Feast of the Theo-
phany (“manifestation as God”) of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, on Jan. 6. We celebrate that, 
when our Lord was baptized in the Jordan, the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him and the Father pro-
claimed that Jesus was his Only-Begotten Son. 
Though in America it is overshadowed by Christ-
mas, the Theophany is at least as important to us as 
Christians. We will celebrate Vespers of Theophany, 
with the Great Blessing of Water, on Thursday, Jan. 
5, at 6 PM. On Friday, Jan. 6, we will celebrate the 
Divine Liturgy of Theophany at 9:30. Afterwards, 
we plan to go in procession to Brookside Park (on 
the far side of City Park) to bless the brook there.



With the Theophany and the Blessing of Water, we 
enter the season of house blessings. Our homes 
need this spiritual “spring cleaning” each year to free 
them from the remembrance of sin and fill them 
with the presence of the Holy Spirit. All that is re-
quired is that you prepare a list of the living and de-
parted that you wish to commemorate, and set up a 
candle and bowl of holy water before an icon.  
(Fr. Joshua brings holy water, too, in case anyone 
needs more.) 
Please sign up for a time using the link from 
our website: https://sspeterpaul.org/blessings   
Contact Fr. Joshua if none of the times are conve-
nient.

We are planning a ten-part online series, “A 
Foundation in Orthodox Christianity.” We will 
meet via Zoom on Tuesday evenings, starting with 
prayer at 6:00. Each session will start with a presen-
tation aimed at a very introductory level, and will 
have an opportunity for discussion. All are welcome! 
Please remember that, if severe weather conditions 
force church service or event cancellations, 
announcements will be posted on WFSB (channel 3) 
and WNBC/WVIT (channel 30), as well as on our 
own parish website: <www.sspeterpaul.org>.

Do You Know? 
"om our Parish Council

Mission Statement: SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church is a local 
Christian community of the Orthodox Church in America located in 
Meriden, Connecticut, and serving the surrounding area. We offer 
the lo!e of Christ Jesus to all, both in words and in action. Grateful 
for God’s gifts, we work to expand the mission of Jesus Christ. 

The Diocese of New England has approved a 
Strategic Plan with the mission of revitalizing the 
Diocesan structure and to help the health and 
growth of individual churches. A task force was 
formed to address Parish Health Goals, contracting 
with Orthodox Ministry Services (OMS) to develop 
a self-assessment tool to examine parish health. 
To that end, Linda Craig will spearhead our efforts 
to gather from parishioners information assessing 
our parish health and effectiveness. During the 
three week period, January 29 through February 13, 
you will have an opportunity to complete a 30 
minute, 30 question, anonymous online survey. Once 
the survey is completed, the results will be analyzed 
and returned to us so that we may plan goals and 
greater growth opportunities. Please take the time 
to complete the survey when it is distributed. 
Survey information will be particularly valuable to 
our Parish Council and the Mission Building Team. 
The results will enable us to analyze our strengths 
and challenges allowing for parish growth and de-
velopment. Your input is important to making this 
plan a meaningful experience for our parish. In all 
our endeavors, we act as one community in Jesus 
Christ, growing by the grace of the Holy Spirit.


